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Practicing creative medicine
By Don Cohen ‘52

I’ve always loved to draw and paint—
ever since I can remember. And by
the time I got to Moravian I’d been
drawing and sketching things around
me for years. When the cartoonist for
The Comenian graduated, I took over.
I was just a freshman, so I got to draw
a cartoon every week for the paper for
four years. It was great fun. I got my
ideas from things that happened on
campus, and tried to create a commentary on what was going on. Sometimes
the paper would run a special theme,
and then I’d do something for the front
page to match the theme.
I used to wear a pork pie hat and
varsity sweater, like my characters
sometimes did. But I really modeled the
cartoons after my friends and some of
the things that actually happened.
I came from a small high school in
Stroudsburg, Pa., and so I was quite
comfortable with the small size of
Moravian’s campus, which back then was about 400, with about
50 percent veterans. Because so many students were these mature
guys, they knew what was most important. So we got our work
done first before we went out to have fun. It was a real good environment with dedicated students—my roommate was a Marine
who had been on Iwo Jima, and had been awarded a Purple Heart.
Besides my drawing, I always knew I wanted to go into medicine, and Moravian had a good reputation for pre-med. I enjoyed
the closeness with professors and the individual attention we got.
I remember one of my interviews at med school, where they asked
me why I had chosen such a small college (there were only about
90 or so in my graduating class) and I lectured them on what a
good experience it was!
I told them that I believed (and I still do) that the more specific
you are going to get in graduate school, the wider your under-

graduate education should be. It’s so
important to learn about literature and
history, to be exposed to music and art
and the theatre. As the world gets more
complex, it’s even more crucial to study
the liberal arts—they’re more important
today than they were then.
Besides my studies and drawing, I
managed the basketball, football and
baseball teams. They didn’t have many
volunteers, so if you got into one, you
were in all of them. I had my choice of
varsity letters from managing them all
for all four years. I also was an OGO
member and got to take care of the dog.
We raised the greyhound (called Ogo)
and kept him in a kennel by the old tennis courts and the old dining hall.
I went on to get my medical degree
from the University of Pennsylvania,
married my wife, Judy, who’s an art
historian, and we were stationed in
Germany for two years, while I served in
the Army, where I learned how to take and develop photographs.
Traveling around Europe was an extension of my Moravian liberal
arts education, because we could easily travel anywhere—Italy,
France—and see beautiful art firsthand. I went on to have a long
and satisfying career as a physician in Fort Worth, Texas.
Although I don’t really draw any more, I translated my love
for creating images to photography, and had my own darkroom
for a time. I even did many of the photos for Judy’s coffee table
book about art deco in Fort Worth, where we’ve lived since 1963.
I have been so fortunate to experience so much knowledge and
beauty and have a long career in medicine at the same time.W

Editor’s note—When we found a booklet of Don Cohen’s cartoons, we knew it was the perfect fit for
this issue on the arts at Moravian. They are, of course, dated in many ways, yet carry an element of
truth about campus life that runs like a thread connecting the generations. We hope you enjoy the
cartoons and Don’s words as much as we do.

Some of Don Cohen’s drawings for The Comenian were compiled into a booklet
after his graduation in 1952. In the photo at the top, Don poses with his mother
on a visit home. Notice the similarity to the drawing above, center.
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fromthePRESIDENT
The arts always have been at the very
heart and soul of a Moravian education.
Our founders were artists and musicians. Drawing and composition were
two of the earliest prescribed courses.
They also sang and crafted musical instruments and performed regularly.
That tradition and heritage is one
reason we have the commitment to the
arts that we do—to the study of music,
art, dance and theatre. We work hard
to imbue a respect for these disciplines
alongside other academic endeavors such
as the sciences and mathematics. Our
students also learn how to write creatively; how to use words to give expression
to the ups and downs of life’s story. Words
matter. Chosen wisely, they help us pay
attention to the details of life we might
otherwise overlook.
And yet, the visual and performing arts do not exist in a vacuum, as an
afterthought to other academic pursuits.
And neither do other academics exist
without attention to the arts. That is the
beauty of the liberal arts; the provision of
a well-rounded education, an opportunity
for our students to experience diversity
of learning and knowledge as the gift for
a full life. Our students leave Moravian
having embraced all of what an education
should be.
Our goal at Moravian College is
simple—the pursuit of a deeper enjoyment
of life while allowing students to gain a
whole world of experience that prepares
them so well for the paths they will follow
after graduating.
The life we live together in community
is enriched by the study and enjoyment of
a fine painting, haunting melody, thoughtful poem, gripping theatrical performance
and whirling dancers. And while the
work of an artist is often exhibited to the
masses, it is often practiced and perfected
as a solitary journey.
Participation in the expressive arts
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Dear men and women of Moravian:

provides a student with the opportunity
to experience hands-on learning. The
discipline to stick to a particular project;
the passion inherent in creation; the ability
to pay attention to detail; the thrill of performance; the courage to share one’s work
with an audience; the grace to receive criticism from others; the ability to work alone
as well as in concert with others—these are
all virtues one learns through participation
in the arts.
I am proud and delighted to be part
of the Moravian College community for
many reasons, but particularly for our
commitment to the life of the arts and our
support of artists of all disciplines. I often
think of Moravian and its capacity for
artistic expression as a kind of antidote to
so much in life that can sometimes seem
foolish, empty or dull. Moravian is indeed
a community where we can live, learn and
enjoy life in and through the arts.
Moravian College
Live. Learn. Enjoy.

Chris Thomforde
President
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Campaign for Moravian
Pride. Passion. Opportunity.
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More than 200 friends and supporters of
Moravian College gathered October 28, 2011,
at the Hotel Bethlehem for the kick-off of the
College’s first public comprehensive capital
campaign. The goal of $45 million over five
years will be used for capital projects, endowments for students, faculty and programs, and
annual giving—three segments which encompass all areas of the life of the college.
Funds will provide for renovations to buildings, including
Collier Hall of Science, where labs and classrooms will be upgraded; endowed scholarships and support for an academic chair;
and annual giving, which includes the Moravian Scholarship
Fund, Athletics, Reeves Library, the Career Center, the Center for
Leadership and Service, the music program and more.
“This campaign is the first time we’ve reached out to a broad
segment of the public and the first to include all gifts made to the
college,” said Lyn Trodahl Chynoweth ’68, chair of the Board of
Trustees. “Moravian College exists, for almost 270 years, because
of the generosity of those who have gone before us. Now it’s our
time to give back, to say thank you.”
Visit www.moravian.edu/campaign for more information.
Pictures from the event can be seen online at www.moravian.edu/
photos/campaign.
Top: Moravian’s musical group Vocalis entertains the gathering.
Bottom: Kenneth Rampolla ‘79, Campaign committee chair, describes the
importance of the Campaign for Moravian.

HAPPENINGS . . .

for more details, see www.moravian.edu/news or call 610 861-1300

April 28

May 12

May 18 - 19

Landmark Conference
Tennis Championships

Commencement

Alumni Weekend &
Founders Day

Both men’s and women’s
tennis teams play championship games. Check website
calendar for locations and
times.
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HUB Quadrangle
10 A.M. • Moravian’s 270th
year closes with Commencement ceremonies
outdoors behind
the HUB.

Moravian campus
Friday 9:30 a.m. Through
saturday 4 p.m. •
Celebrate what it means
to be a Moravian alum.
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Rev. Jesse Jackson shares his message
with Moravian

James Braxton Peterson, professor from Lehigh University, Grace Ji-Sun Kim,
associate professor of doctrinal theology, and special guest Obery Hendricks
moderate Rev. Jesse Jackson’s presentation.

After more than 50 years as an activist for
social justice, the Rev. Jesse Jackson admits he
has seen the race gap begin to close, although
gaps remain in healthcare, wealth, gender
equality, employment opportunities, education
and more—what he calls an “access to fairness
gap.”
“Too few have too much,” he stated
simply, during his presentation to more than
900 Moravian students, faculty, staff and

community members on February 14. Jackson
went on to motivate and inspire the audience
with his recollections of working side by side
with Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in the 1960s;
the importance of exercising the right to vote;
and the need for all of us to develop a level
of social consciousness that can provide for
justice for all.
“Cultural, racial and economic barriers
still divide us,” he said. “Fifty-three million
Americans are food insecure, living in poverty,
and no matter their color, hunger matters.”
Social justice issues took center stage, and
Jackson stepped into the political arena only
to address the attacks, specifically against
President Obama, that he feels are degrading, slanderous and rabid and do nothing but
divert attention from the real issues.
To everyone’s delight, Easton resident
Larry Holmes, former heavyweight champion
of the world and Jackson’s friend, surprised
the audience with a brief visit with Jackson at
the end of the presentation.
View pictures from the event here
www.moravian.edu/photos/jackson

Moravian Roots
A new sculpture by renowned artist Steve Tobin was installed in November on the patio
outside PPHAC. The bright orange work, a flowing sculpture created out of recycled steel, is
titled Moravian Roots III: A Symbol of Potential and Growth.
The anthropomorphic piece resembles two figures embracing, and has a familiar feel
when viewed for the first time, that grows more so over time. Tobin calls it a “romantic family
embrace,” and loves the steel precisely because the surface is marked and bent in odd shapes
here and there, much as a human being is imperfect in shape and form.
“I intentionally leave the markings, and create the buckling, to give it that character,” says
the artist, who now lives and works in Quakertown, and is celebrated for his naturalistic approach to sculpting. Two smaller works by Tobin are installed outside Payne Gallery on south
campus
The sculpture was donated by alumna Joann M. Trotsky ’64 in honor of her parents Alexander and Elizabeth.

photo by Michael P. Wilson
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Getting in shape has
never been easier

Board Chair Lyn Trodahl Chynoweth ‘68 is joined by President Christopher
Thomforde and student Brittany Beard ‘12 to cut the ribbon opening the center.

Moravian’s new 10,000-square-foot fitness center was opened
January 24 with a reception and ribbon-cutting attended by dozens
of members of the Moravian community and press.
LifeFitness brand treadmills, ellipticals, bikes, summit climbers,
stairmasters and rowers, and Selectorized strength equipment and
free weights offer diversity to students, faculty and staff who want to
get in shape and stay that way. More than a year ago, when students
were polled about elements that would improve their Moravian
experience, they overwhelmingly put a new fitness center in the top
three.
The former fitness center is now called the performance center
and contains heavy weights, squat racks and Olympic platforms.
Spencer Brown, the new fitness director/strength and conditioning coach, oversees the operation of both rooms and will develop
individualized fitness programs.

MORAVIANBOOKSHELF
n In an attempt to understand the post-9/11 religious
and cultural movement in the United States, Kelly DentonBorhaug, associate professor and chair of the religion
department, traces the lasting link between U.S. war culture
and sacrifice in her first book, U.S. War-culture, Sacrifice
and Salvation.
“I saw that sacrificial frameworks were being
utilized very skillfully to build the case for and
maintain war and also to silence protest against
war,” says Denton-Borhaug. “The language of
‘war as a necessary sacrifice’ is a kind of shield
that mystifies clear and deep thinking about
what war actually is, and the reality of the warculture of the United States.”
Over the years, Denton-Borhaug’s research
has focused on Christian and Jewish feminism
and Christian ethics, war-culture, popular culture and political theology. U.S. War-culture, Sacrifice and Salvation incorporates many of her areas of expertise into one publication.
n Naomi Gal, full-time adjunct instructor
of multidisciplinary studies, has published
her 17th book, Soap Opera, an updated and
Americanized version of her first Hebrew
novel, Roman Romanti, an Israeli bestseller
and Jerusalem Prize winner.
Inspired by the way the media sensational-
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izes everlasting love and happy endings, Soap
Opera follows the lives of two very different
women.
“I wanted to find out what could happen
to a woman who is too romantic for her own
good and the way books, music and films
influence her,” says Gal.
In addition to entertaining her readers,
Gal hopes to move them. “I wanted to inspire women (men
too) to overcome their lack of confidence and be as creative
as they can, because we are all far more creative than we
dare admit to ourselves,” says Gal.
n Grave Matters: A Journey through the Modern Funeral
Industry to a Natural Way of Burial, was recently released in
paperback by Scribner. Author Mark Harris, adjunct instructor of English, uses the experiences of a dozen families and
their simpler and “greener” approach to burial and cremation
to describe a movement that is gaining in popularity over
the modern method of embalming and burial. These
families have embraced a more natural, more economical and ultimately more meaningful alternative to the
current costly and toxic methods of burial.
Grave Matters details the embalming process and
the environmental aftermath of the standard funeral.
Harris also traces the history of burial in America,
from frontier cemeteries to today’s big business.
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The HUB’s golden anniversary
As the HUB of the college community for 50 years, the Haupert Union
Building has seen a lot since it first opened its doors in 1962. The
campus community will celebrate this milestone in various ways for the
balance of this year.
Themed dinners, screenings of
vintage movies, dance parties, live
music, presentations and discussions will span the next several
months, culminating in the creation
and burial of a time capsule that
will be re-opened in another 50
years.
Originally known as the College Union Building, or CUB, it was
one of the first student unions built
in the Lehigh Valley area. Renamed
after respected president Raymond
Haupert retired in 1969, the union
offers a variety of things to do for
all members of the campus community, including the Bookstore,
Arena Theatre, Blue & Grey Café,
The Marketplace, completely renovated Pavilion, Prosser Auditorium,
and lounge areas.

photos by michael clark ‘12

The HUB c.1962 and today--a busy place with
lots to offer.

GUESTSPEAKING

Judge Fern A. Fisher
As part of this year’s IN FOCUS programming around the theme of Poverty & Inequality, Judge Fern A. Fisher spoke on campus about the inequalities she has encountered in the justice system in New York, and the work she has done to better the city
she has served for 22 years.
As the Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for New York Courts and Director of the
New York State Courts Access to Justice Program, the Harvard Law graduate oversees 500 judges and 8000 court employees in the New York City area. Facing poverty
and inequalities throughout her childhood on Long Island, where she was raised by a
single mother, Fisher always knew she wanted to make a difference in the world.
Over the course of her career, Fisher has helped thousands find legal help,
especially minorities, women and those who lack understanding of English, and
likens the judicial system to a game that is inherently unfair. “We expect people
to come in without knowing the rules,” she says. “How can you have equal
justice for all if we’re not meeting the needs of individuals?”

8
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Good times and learning at the
Medieval Conference

Above: Alice Margerum, owner of Carved
Strings, a company dedicated to medieval
stringed instruments, explains the
instruments’ intricacies.
Right: Dancers from Penn State University
give a Dante-inspired performance.

For the sixth year, students and professors from across the country joined together for the Annual Undergraduate Conference in
Medieval and Early Modern Studies on December 3, 2011. More
than 225 came from as far as California and Utah to learn about
and present topics as diverse as Gender Roles in Anglo-Saxon Literature to Monstrous Beowulf: Health, Wholeness, and Madness.
Demonstrations of medieval stringed instruments, presentations of carvings and student
posters, and a Dante-inspired dance performance
rounded out the event.
“The conference challenges the students to
do something beyond the classroom, and the
enthusiasm and appreciation of the attendees
suggest the conference is a meaningful experience
for everyone involved,” said John Black, associate
professor of English and co-creator of the conference with Sandy Bardsley, associate professor and
chair of the history department.

Chapter of the Year
and undergraduates—the largest and most renowned
meeting in the discipline of neuroscience. Cecilia M.
Fox, associate professor of biological sciences and the
chapter’s president says: “The SfN typically recognizes
large research institutions, and the fact that it decided
to acknowledge the scholarly and service learning endeavors of our undergraduates was truly significant.”

photo by Jim Geddes

In November, the Lehigh Valley Chapter of the Society
for Neuroscience (SfN) was recognized for outstanding accomplishments in its support for undergraduate
research as well as its brain awareness outreach.
Moravian is the founding institution of the Lehigh
Valley chapter. The SfN is an international meeting for
neuroscientists, postdoctoral fellows, graduate students

Cecilia Fox accepts the Chapter of the Year award in Washington, D.C. Holding the plaque with her is Audrey Ettinger, a professor at Cedar
Crest College, and vice president of the Lehigh Valley SfN. They are surrounded by students from both schools.
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Creating

pathways for artistic success
By Brenda Lange

Moravian students pursue their passions
through the power of the liberal arts.

C
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ertainly, when Rebecca Moore ’06 was a student at
Moravian, majoring in political science with minors in
German and women’s studies, she had no intention of
becoming a professional dancer and choreographer. And
yet, that is what she does for a living.
Deborah Slahta ’77 matriculated as a math major, took a
studio clay class, then a second and third, and became hooked on
ceramics. Today she is a teacher and ceramic artist with a studio in
Bethlehem’s Banana Factory.
Then there are students such as Vanessa Schukis ’82 who seem
to do it all. “I was a triple threat in the performing arts world, by
pursuing singing, acting and dancing,” she recalls of elements she
has turned into a successful career in musical theatre and teaching.
Originally intending to attend the University of the Arts in
Philadelphia, Schukis says that Moravian pursued her until she
visited, and she fell in love the minute she walked on campus. The
vocal music major also played flute and percussion in the band
and violin in the orchestra, danced with the dance company, acted
and painted scenery, and loved it all.
Schukis teaches kindergarten and first-grade special education
classes in Boston, Mass., where she stresses creative approaches to
learning. “The freeness the students have of being able to express
themselves through singing, dancing, instruments, and a little acting is just wonderful,” she says.
She believes the freedom to sample such a diversity of
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disciplines created the lifelong learner she considers herself to be.
“The warm, familial environment at Moravian makes it easier to
try creative things, even if you never have before,” she adds.
Nurturing a love of music
When the Moravians settled Bethlehem in the 18th century,
they brought their love of music with them. And music has been
an integral part of Moravian College since its inception. Today,
about 275 students are involved in some way, with about 100
music majors who prepare for careers in music education, classical and jazz performance, composition, sacred music, music
research, and studio instruction. They are trained in theory, history and performance, while incorporating intellectual, artistic
and personal growth.
Summer jazz camp, the guitar festival and community music
lessons contribute to a department that is rich and nuanced,
and includes regular recitals and concerts. And the annual
Vespers performance has become a beloved part of Bethlehem’s
tradition and heritage. Hilde Binford, associate professor and
department chair, encourages all types of community outreach
as a way to give back.

SPRING 2012

Above left: Rebecca Moore ‘06 believes her study of social issues at
Moravian helped with her career in contemporary dance, and Deborah
Slahta ‘77, left, uses concepts learned as a math major in her ceramic
designs.

music
Above: Vespers is an anticipated annual event for the college as well as
the larger community.

Music students, even non-majors, have to be disciplined masters
of time management. “Lessons, ensembles and groups all take up so
much time,” says Binford. “We’re NASM accredited (National Association of Schools of Music), which is rigorous and requires us to do
a lot; we have the same requirements here as at special music schools
and conservatories.”
Moravian’s music program entices even non-music majors to
attend, since they are not prohibited from participation in band and

Art is part of being cultured.

Without it,

something is missing. Art gives us nothing but the greatest moments of our life, and adds
to its enrichment. Woven into our education, exposed to it through our study, art provides
a variety and diversity of thought and experience, as an education should. We often exist
in boxes, and sometimes we need others to help us open the doors of these boxes. That’s
what college is supposed to do; provide the key.
—Rudy Ackerman, emeritus professor of art, who, with his wife endowed the Rose and
Rudy Ackerman Visiting Lecture Series which fosters the arts at Moravian.
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Creating pathways for artistic success

In the 21st century

, imaginative and critical thinking is one of the most

valuable skills one can possess. Nurturing students to be flexible, problem-seeking and humanistic
lies at the core of a liberal arts education and is crucial to envisioning a peaceful and socially just
planet.
Infusing the visual arts within a liberal arts education allows students to identify patterns
among disparate circumstances; transform complex and systemic problems and challenges into
opportunities for greater growth; confidently and steadfastly construct and test solutions to problems; loosen their grip on assumptions and belief systems; synthesize criticism and use it as the
generator for revising their work; and become reflective, reflexive individuals who take ownership
for their personal contributions, and yet also see responsibilities for lifting up others.
These are the abilities that are cultivated with joy and promise within the study of the visual
arts. These are ways of being, of interacting with humanity and our environment that are critical
for a politically, socially, and culturally transformed world.
—Kristin Baxter, assistant professor of art

Following turns in her path
Moore, the political science major
turned contemporary dancer, most recently
performed with renowned dance company,
Pilobolus, at a ceremony held by a prince—
in Dubai. She also teaches for Pilobolus
at its Connecticut headquarters. Dancing,
teaching and choreographing comprise her
freelance life as she works toward establishing her own non-profit business.
Moore chose political science so she

photo by cory weaver
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other performance groups, as they are at
some schools. Flexibility is key when working with the students to find ways to get
them what they want and need. “Students
know they can come to us, and we’ll do
our best,” says Binford.

photo by john kish iv

Above left: Emily Strong ‘15 studies Celtic fiddle with Alison
Gillespie, artist lecturer in the music department.

12

Above: Vanessa Schukis ‘82 plays Mamma Lucia in the Italian
opera, Cavalleria Rusticana, with the Utah Festival Opera and
Musical Theatre Company in Logan, Utah.
Left: Rachel Matus, ‘10, perfects her work.
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could practice her analytical and critical
thinking skills, exploring social issues oneon-one with faculty. “I knew while I was
here that I was taking full advantage of this
liberal arts education,” she says. “I studied
different disciplines and took my time to
discover where my interests lay.”
Even though she applied to law
schools, she somehow knew it wasn’t the
right time for her, and pulled back. Two
years later, after performing and teaching
for a while, she decided to get her MFA
in dance instead. “When I was applying
to graduate school, I had to address why
a poli sci major would want to go to grad
school for dance,” she remembers. “On the
surface, they seem so different.
“Moravian was great because I had the
chance to explore my own interests and
then, after two years working in the field,
I knew I wanted to deepen my dance practice and knowledge, and knew that was
right for me then. My interests actually
complemented each other.”
The beauty of Moravian for Moore
was the opportunity to figure things out, as
she followed her passion at the same time.
“For me, it’s all part of my path, following different turns that add up to my life
experience. The world changes so fast,
that it’s important to have the intellectual
and creative tools to succeed as it evolves.
Moravian gave me those tools.”
Joining in the dance
Although a small proportion of
Moravian’s students participate in dance,
the Moravian College Dance Company
always has made a large contribution.
And the company has continued to evolve
since 1975, when it was started by Dawn
Ketterman-Benner, professor, chair of the
PE department and women’s tennis coach,
to complement the art and music departments and theatre program.
“Dance was a natural fit here,” she
remembers. “It is a beautiful piece of art
work that always will be loved and treasured on the Moravian campus.”
Through collaborative efforts with the
Ballet Guild of the Lehigh Valley, Pennsylvania Youth Theatre and other groups,
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Moravian’s dancers put on a memorable
dance concert every spring and involve the
community in demonstrative workshops
such as last fall’s Renaissance and Baroque
program. The school’s first jazz opera, The
Real Book of Gig, was a perfect example
of cross-departmental collaboration, involving dancers with the music department
and Moravian College Theatre Company.
“We have women who don’t want to
give up dance just because they’re coming to college,” says Mary Anne Hoffman,
artistic director of Moravian College
Dance Company. “Dancers train hard …
and dance provides them with discipline,
dedication and a creative outlet that will
help them, no matter where they go in life.”
Creativity and the big picture
“Cutting arts programs is the worst
thing schools can possibly do,” says Deborah Slahta ’77. “The arts draw on creativity, which helps you look at everything in
a broader sense. Sometimes if you’re too
focused, you never see things that are right
in front of you.”
The math major is living proof that
it’s possible to combine academics with
artistic endeavor and deliver a successful
end result. Creative pursuits are an integral
and critical part of a liberal arts education,
weaving together disparate disciplines that
complement each other, into an exploration of the world beyond the campus.
“When you first enter college, you
might have an idea of what you want to
do,” says Slahta, who chose to major in
math because it came easily to her. “Then
you might discover that’s not what you
really want, and you move on.” In her case,
she discovered a passion for clay, took that
turn in her path, and never looked back.
So Slahta became a professional ceramic artist and teaches classes at her studio,
but she says math is always a part of her,
and contributes to her designs, whether
they are functional stoneware or strictly
decorative pieces.
“Personally, I feel that to do anything
well, you need to have access to all areas of
study to help you solve problems, to look
concurrently at a variety of disciplines, to
discover your solution,” Slahta says. “This

Production U
Last fall six students got a taste of what it
would be like to work in television. As part
of Production U, these students worked at
PBS39, learning from the experts to take an
idea and turn it into a professional production
that would be seen by many.
PBS39 provided the students—Emily
Cohen, ’13 producer; Brittany Garzillo ’13,
lead reporter; Rachael Hood ‘13, camera operator; Shannon Smith, ’13 lighting; Jonathan
Gutierrez, ’13 assistant producer and editor;
and Michael Clark, ’12 still photographer
and contacts—with the equipment they
would need including cameras, light kits and
microphones.
In their weekly class sessions, the team
learned how to research their topic, write a
script, interview and edit the final documentary, titled Three Students, Three Expressions
of Art at Moravian. Their goal was to focus
on Moravian’s art department and detail
how three exceptional students used art to
express themselves and illustrate who they
really are. Alanah Cervantes ’12 has a selfdesigned major in theatre arts and the craft
of direction. Alexandra Borden ’13 is a music
major, and the third student, John Strader, is
a photography major. The documentary
takes an in-depth look at what brought these
three to Moravian and how the college’s
unique academic atmosphere and excellent faculty have helped them excel in their

art

chosen medium.
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Creating pathways for artistic success

photo by christopher shorr

theatre
Kyle Goodbred ‘12, Luke Muench ‘15, Melanie Tejada ‘15 and Khera Rufino ‘14
rehearse a scene from Frankly.

The pinnacle of a
self-designed major
Frankly an original musical, written and directed by Alanah Cervantes ’12, was
performed in February to positive reviews. “Directing an original play is like

AlanahCervantes ‘12

road testing a car before the kinks have been worked out and driving it through
a hurricane,” says Christopher Shorr, Moravian’s artistic director, who calls Cervantes a great example of
how much a Moravian student can achieve. “She wrote and directed her own musical—the pinnacle of a
major she designed herself. She came to Moravian, and we were able to tailor a course of study based on
her needs, goals and passion.”
Shorr calls the premiere production of a play an exercise in trial and error, rapid-fire decision-making
and faith. “With this production, Alanah managed to do it all, single-handedly wrote the book, music and
lyrics of an original musical play and directed its premiere. And she did it while maintaining her 3.8 GPA.
Not too shabby.”
Cervantes wrote about what really matters in life. “It was about people realizing that relationships with
others are what are most important,” she says. Love is more important than life; live without regret; plans
don’t always go the way you want; and you can’t always have a perfect ending—all critical elements of the
piece. One of those relationships for her was with her musical director, Alexa Borden ’13, who stepped in
to help when writing the music and the lyrics proved to be too much. “She orchestrated the music for ten
instruments,” explains Cervantes. “She understood my vision and what I wanted to communicate.”
Although Cervantes did much of the work on Frankly alone, the play’s positive message about the
power of relationships was not lost on her. “I’ve always been so independent, but my happiest realization
has been that I don’t have to do it all alone. This has been wonderful.”

is the beauty of a liberal arts education—it
offers you wider possibilities.”
Finding answers in art
Moravian’s art department always has
offered the highest quality programming,
and requires a portfolio for acceptance into

14
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the studio art, graphic design and art education courses of study. Success as a visual
artist, art educator, historian or therapist
requires a strong commitment built on a
foundation of study and practice. Collaborative projects are a hallmark of the program, led by a diverse faculty of working
artists and experienced educators.
“Expectations in Moravian’s art
program have always been high,” says
Angela Fraleigh, assistant professor of art
and chair of the department. “The
liberal arts way allows students to
find their own answers; often there
is more than one,” she adds. “The
process of making art informs all
other parts of a student’s education.
They experience working and developing cognitive skills while being
creative—opening up the other side
of the brain.”
Visual artists have always used
their talents to educate and shed
light on social issues—think of the
WPA photographers who exposed
social injustices during the Depression of the 1930s, for example.
A current course, Artists as Activists,
teaches students to examine world events
through the lens of their particular genre.
Debra Torok, adjunct professor of music,
who has a strong background in visual
arts, currently teaches this course, which
incorporates aspects of the performing and
literary arts. She uses this analogy: “Many
children take piano lessons when they are
young, then go on to do other things with
their lives, but this exposure has taught
them discipline, how to see something
through, and become skilled. And so it
is with the multidisciplinary approach
students receive here.”
Building bridges through theatre
Theatre is hands-on and synthesizes
theory and practice, epitomizes elements of
Moravian’s promise, and is especially successful at stirring the passions of participants and spectators, alike.
“Theatre stretches and exercises the
muscles of creativity, expression, emotion
and intellect,” says Christopher Shorr, director of theatre at Moravian. Moravian does
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undertaking, the weekend-long presentation of A Resting Place, involves all three
groups as well as novices from the Bethlehem community.
“Building bridges and stimulating
dialogue between all parts of the college
community and between Moravian College
and the Bethlehem community, creates a
symbiotic relationship that allows all participants to mentor one another, benefiting
everyone,” he says. “Theatre is a wonderful
vehicle to learn about the world and about
yourself.” W

Above: Students who
study in the music
department, majors and
non-majors alike, work
hard to perfect their
performance.
Center: Nokukhanya
Langa ‘13 works on a
piece in her advanced
painting class.
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Below: The music
department joined forces
with Moravian College
Theatre Company last fall
to present The Real Book
of Gig, Moravian’s first
jazz opera.

photo by michael clark ‘12

not offer a theatre major—the company
falls under the purview of the English
department—but he says, “We tell prospective theatre students they may actually have
more opportunities here than they would at
a bigger school with a theatre major. Here,
you receive a completely individualized education, tailored to your goals and passions.”
Such an individualized approach is
exactly what allowed Alanah Cervantes ’12
to self-design her major, theatre arts and
the craft of direction, and produce Frankly,
the successful musical she wrote and directed this winter.
Theatre at Moravian can trace its roots
to the men of the baseball and basketball
teams of 1908. In need of funds, they
formed the Footlights Club and presented
a play, The Flower of the Family. On the
women’s campus, the theatre group was
known as The Players during the 1920s
and ’30s. After the two institutions merged
in 1955, so did the theatre companies,
which renamed the new co-ed group
Blackfriars, the name it retained until the
Arena Theatre opened in 1981, and the
contemporary Moravian College Theatre
Company (MCTC) was formed.
Students learn theatre by doing it,
whether acting, directing or working backstage. Julia Gasdaska ’07 calls her involvement with MCTC “the most influential
part of my time at Moravian. I gained more
confidence in myself as a person … By
playing leading roles and supporting roles,
I learned what it would be like to live life in
someone else’s shoes. I learned how to take
the lessons I learned from [the performances] and make them a part of who I am.”
Now a staff member, Gasdaska, assistant director of leadership giving, loved it
so much, she returned to the Arena Theatre
to perform in a play two years ago.
Shorr encourages such participation,
and the program continues to grow, with
more than 100 students and non-students
involved this year. Expanding this involvement into the community is among his
goals, including local high school students
and professionals. Collaborative efforts
with the Touchstone Theatre and Lehigh
Valley Performing Arts High School are
just the beginning. This month’s massive
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A

art

really matters

s an English and art double major at Moravian, writer
Sean Diviny ’83 remembers how Rudy Ackerman,
emeritus professor of art, not only nurtured him as a
painter and artist, but made him realize that “art of
any kind really matters.”
Diviny wasn’t just learning about art, he was gaining the
confidence to pursue his passion in a supportive environment that
allowed him to experiment with his talent.
The same is true for singer-songwriter John Gorka ’80 and radio/TV producer Denny Somach ’74. Art became an indispensible
part of all their lives at Moravian, and has continued to fuel them
post-graduation.

photo by Ramon Balboa

Finding his path
If he didn’t believe art matters, Diviny may not have mustered the
courage, while working as a front desk clerk at New York City’s
famous Carlyle Hotel, to approach the late producer Bernie Brillstein with a script for an episode of the TV sitcom Alf. Brillstein
didn’t buy the script, but an Alf staff writer encouraged Diviny to
keep trying. Now, his writing credits range from the TV drama
Alias – “it was pretty cool to hear my lines coming from Jennifer
Garner’s mouth” – to the Disney Channel’s Special Agent Oso, to
several award-winning children’s books. He got the writing bug
while working on The Comenian, launching his career with an
investigative piece on Clewell Hall’s outdated fire extinguishers. He
knew writing for an audience was his niche when his honor’s thesis
play drew wild applause at Moravian’s Arena Theater.
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By Kate Helm ‘05

The path to Los Angeles wasn’t easy for Diviny, who spent
years working in hotels to pay the bills. He struggled after moving
to the entertainment mecca but hit it big when his TV script was
accepted into the prestigious Walt Disney Studios Writing Fellowship after two failed attempts.
“Hollywood is brutal. I realized that the ones who make it are
the ones who tough it out,” says Diviny. “Moravian fed me all the
knowledge I needed and let me follow all the creative impulses I
had when I was young and hungry for it. The professors cared, the
library was a wonderful place for me to write and study, and being
on south campus, where I lived and had an art studio, was everything I wanted. I was surrounded by the most creative, incredible
people. Moravian was perfect for me on my path to New York
and Los Angeles.”
Expanding his world
If he didn’t believe art matters, Gorka, a banjo and guitar player,
may never have ventured into famed folk music club Godfrey Daniels in Bethlehem. After performing in south campus’ coffeehouse
the first day of freshman orientation, he formed the Razzy Dazzy
Spasm Band with two other students, and they became a coffeehouse staple. Gorka tagged along with a bandmate to Godfrey’s
one day, played a few tunes, and by junior year, he was running its
open mic nights.
“It was a little slice of bohemia,” he recalls. “It had a sense of
possibility about it. Some of the musicians and performers seemed
better than the people I had seen on TV or heard on the radio.
Their songs were like literature. The people at Godfrey’s made me
think [a career in music] was possible. Songs, I think, are a combination of what you can find the words for and what you may not
be able to find the words for but can find the sound to express. My
stuff is more living room music than a big sound. If you can move
people without a lot of production and flash and dancing people,
then you’re really doing something.”
Now based in Minnesota, Gorka enjoyed chasing the “big
ideas” as a philosophy and history double major, and the big ideas
are still a huge component of his music.
“Moravian made my world bigger and that’s part of growing up, realizing what you don’t know. The whole thing had an
effect on broadening my experiences and getting a glimpse of the
world,” says Gorka, whose latest solo record is So Dark You See.
“That’s why I admire folk music; it’s music not just for entertainment purposes. It combines great music with a belief in bigger
ideas than just yourself.”
Sean Diviny ‘83 at work in his California office.
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Left: John Gorka ‘80, who majored in philosophy and history, went on to have a
successful career as a singer/songwriter.
Below: Denny Somach ‘74 and his company, EMI Merchandising, created a
series of lithographic prints for Jon Bon Jovi. The two are shown here in 1996
with the first of the series, just before presenting it to N.J. Governor Christie
Whitman.

photo by Ann Marsden

Learning and growing
If he didn’t believe art matters, Somach may not have agreed to
serve as a college buddy’s ad hoc manager and crashed a disc
jockey’s shift at Allentown’s WSAN-AM radio station to pitch his
single. Intending to major in business, the music lover who grew
up on the Who, Grateful Dead and Janis Joplin, joined the college
radio station WRMC his freshman year. Somach agreed to play
a friend’s band’s single, which was released on MGM Records,
and then took it to WSAN. The DJ got him a job filling in for
his weeklong vacation, which led to working one day a week
and eventually a spot as the morning DJ. Loving his new gig, he
decided to become an English and art double major.
After quitting his job as a DJ for Philadelphia radio station
WYSP-FM, Somach started Denny Somach Productions, based in
Havertown, Pa., in the early ‘80s. He’s produced shows for NBCTV, MTV, VH1 and CBS-TV. Along the way, he’s started a record
label and management company, executive producing guitarist
Eric Johnson’s Grammy-winning Ah Via Musicom.
Somach’s been rubbing elbows with rock legends since his
days as a Greyhound. When an up-and-comer named Billy Joel
performed at the Intercollegiate Broadcasting System conference
in New York, he called up the singer’s management to book him
at the Roxy Theater in Northampton, Pa. A year and a half later,
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it was Somach who drove Joel, who was playing the Roxy behind
his new album Piano Man, in his beat-up Dodge Challenger to the
theater. Somach’s impromptu tour of Northampton’s dilapidated
factories inspired the smash hit Allentown.
“Moravian is a great atmosphere to help you develop whatever
you are into. It gave me the chance to grow,” says Somach. “There
was a lot of music going on in the dorms and in the city. The fact that
it was liberal arts allowed me to make a major shift from business into
whatever I wanted. You can know your professors and advisors on a
real personal level, and there’s always someone there to guide you.”
For anyone who worries that a career in the arts isn’t lucrative,
these guys are doing alright. Diviny is working on a feature romantic
comedy and shopping his kids’ book Halloween Motel as a movie.
Gorka is working on his next record and plans to play Godfrey
Daniels in May. Somach’s newest book Get the Led Out: How Led
Zeppelin Became the Biggest Band in the World will be published in
the fall, and he’s creating the Classic Rock Society of America, with
its own radio station to launch online in the fall.
In a world driven by big business, for sure, the arts really do
matter. W
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Sharing his passion for healthy living—
through the power of the pen
By Freda Savana

<<

Moravian trains you

for life by encouraging you
to do as many different
things as you dare.
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avid Zinczenko ’91 is dedicated to
building a healthier world and is
doing it one publication at a time.
His long list of accomplishments—
books, magazines and healthy-living
programs—define his commitment.
First, he traveled the globe as editorial director of Men’s Health international
magazines, overseeing the development,
launch and standardization of the magazine’s overseas editions. By 2000, at just
30, he was named editor-in-chief of Men’s
Health, where he led the Rodale publication’s rise to become the world’s leading
men’s lifestyle magazine.
Today, the 42-year-old award-winning
author and authority on men and healthy
lifestyles serves as general manager of Rodale Inc.’s Healthy Living Group and EVP/
editor-in-chief of Men’s Health. He also
serves as the editorial director of Women’s
Health, Prevention and Organic Gardening and oversees Rodale’s book division.
“I knew even as an undergraduate that
I wanted to make a career in writing,” says
Zinczenko, “I just didn’t know what kind.”
The Allentown native says it was at Moravian, where he double majored in political
science and journalism, that he found his
way to his career in the publishing world.
Zinczenko discovered his calling at
his first writing job with Campus Voice, a
service magazine aimed at helping students
navigate college. “It’s almost as if I was
getting an early education in the kind of
David Zinczenko ‘91.
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Left: Stephen Perrine, Publisher Rodale Books, Mayor Michael Bloomberg, Matilda
Cuomo, and David Zinczenko celebrate Cuomo’s new book, The Person Who Changed
My Life: Prominent People Recall Their Mentors at the New York Historical Society.
From left: Ronan Gardiner, publisher, Men’s Health;
Maria Rodale, CEO, Rodale; and David Zinczenko.

reader-focused journalism that would dominate my working life
later on.”
For Zinczenko, Moravian was a perfect fit, offering the nurturing environment in which his talents could flourish.
“Moravian trains you for life by encouraging you to do as
many different things as you dare,” he says. “Most people focus
on what they want to do in life, and stay within that silo. They
say, ‘I want to be a doctor, so I’ll only focus on health courses and
activities.’ But in most cases, being successful at one job means also
juggling about a dozen more. I wanted to be a magazine editor, but
I’ve discovered that running a magazine—or any business—means
being able to do many, many unrelated things at once.”
The ability to explore a diverse range of programs and activities at Moravian laid the foundation Zinczenko credits with his
success.
“Moravian prepared me for that sort of Swiss Army-knife
world. In addition to juggling a double major, I was in the U.S.
Navy Reserves, wrestled, edited the school newspaper, ran a dorm,
did a Washington semester program at American University while
working on Capitol Hill, sold IBM computers on campus, wrote
op-eds for the LA Times and other publications and on and on.”
Under his leadership, Men’s Health has thrived; recognized
as the largest and most innovative men’s lifestyle magazine brand
in the world with 39 international editions in 46 countries. It’s
been nominated for 14 National Magazine Awards, winning four.
Zinczenko was named “Editor of the Year,” by Adweek magazine,
shortly after the brand topped the list of the magazine’s “Brand
Leaders Hot List.”
He also has written the best-selling series, Eat This, Not That!
More than 7.5 million copies are in print nationwide with 12
installments, including two cookbooks.
For Zinczenko, the most satisfying part of his expansive
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number of undertakings is “helping people live better lives.” If that
sounds naive, the editor says, “Well, it’s true.”
One way has been to promote President Obama’s fitness regime through a 2009 cover story that established Men’s Health as
the authoritative voice on the administration’s efforts to promote
a healthier lifestyle for all Americans. Interviews with First Lady
Michelle Obama in Women’s Health and a special newsstand edition
of Children’s Health set the stage for an ongoing debate over the nation’s drift into obesity.
“We’ve always believed that the mission behind Men’s Health is
to help guys seize control of all the chaos in their lives, and we do
that. When we shout, ‘GET BACK IN SHAPE,’ on our cover, a lot of
men do exactly that, and live longer, better and happier lives because
of it. How amazing is that?”
Zinczenko has taken his message to the airwaves as well, appearing on Oprah, The Ellen DeGeneres Show, ABC World News
and as a regular contributor to The Today Show. He also has helped
pass legislation creating National Men’s Health Week during the
week of Father’s Day; adopted the town of Large, Pa., organizing
a health program for its residents; and sent editors to testify before
the United Nations on the condition and health of men in the world.
And closer to home, he was just inducted into Lehigh County’s
inaugural Hall of Fame for contributions to the heritage and history
of the Lehigh Valley.
Zinczenko has moved decisively into the digital age, supplementing print-only products long ago. The Men’s Health message is
now available online, on the iPad, Twitter, Facebook, podcasts, and
through e-books. “When you hear publishers complaining about
the difficulties of the new environment, you’re listening to dinosaurs
caught in the tar pits,” says Zinczenko. “We’re making the most of
the new formats and reaching more guys than ever. This isn’t a problem, it’s a history-making opportunity.” W
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greyhoundsports

for up-to-the-minute sports news: www.moravian.edu/athletics or 610 625-7865.

Track and field team
has three All-Americans
at NCAA DIII
indoor championships

Wintery cross country

championships

Moravian hosted the 2011 Landmark Conference
cross country championships at Lehigh University
on October 29, 2011, piggybacking on the Patriot
League championships. It also happened to be
the day of an early season snowstorm. By the
time the first Landmark race started at 1 p.m.,
there were more than four inches of snow on
the ground.
The snow didn’t slow down the
Greyhounds, as the men’s and women’s squads
each captured their first-ever Landmark
Conference titles. Senior Cadee Rockwell also
earned Landmark Conference Female Runner of
the Year honors for finishing first in the women’s
race. The men’s race ended up being shortened
from its scheduled 8,000 meters due to a branch
falling and blocking part of the course.

photo by dustin rommel
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Moravian launches new
athletics website
Moravian has a new home on the Internet for its athletics program. The College
unveiled its redesigned website at Moraviansports.com, the new web address for
Greyhound athletics, making the transition
official on January 31.
“Our new website has created a much
more up-to-date and modern look for
Greyhound athletics,” said Moravian
Director of Athletics Scot Dapp. “This new,
bold look is visually pleasing and easy to
navigate. Students, fans, parents, alumni
and potential recruits can visit and get easy
access to pertinent information about all
of our teams.”
Moravian worked with PrestoSports to
design and program the new website. “In
addition to the fresh attractive new look
for visitors, the new website will include
live stats for most of Moravian’s home
athletic events, interactive video content,
and expanded photo and story content
delivered in a dynamic user interface,” said
Mark Fleming, director of sports information at Moravian. “Moraviansports.com
also provides a mobile site experience
for those who access the webpages with
smartphones.”

Moravian had three student-athletes,
seniors Abigail Schaffer, Timothy
Layng and Steve Ambrosi, qualify for
the 2012 NCAA Division III Indoor
Track and Field National Championships at Grinnell (Iowa) College, and
all three returned home with All-America
accolades.
Schaffer was the runner-up in the pole
vault and earned All-America honors for
the fifth time in her career and the third
time competing for the Greyhounds.
Schaffer had a vault of 4.05 meter (13 feet,
3½ inches) in the national championship,
her best of vault of the season.
Layng was seventh in the pole vault as
he tied his school record, clearing 4.96 meters (16 feet, 3¼ inches). For Layng, it was
his first All-America
honor in his second
trip to the national
championships.
Ambrosi posted
a time of 1:58.74
in the finals of the
800-meter run to
place eighth and
earn All-America
accolades in his first
Steve Ambrosi

Abigail Schaffer
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Student-athletes read to elementary
school students in March.

trip to nationals. He had the fourth fastest
time in the preliminary races and third best
in his heat at 1:53.22.
Two weeks before the national meet,
Moravian’s track and field teams, under
the direction on first-year head coach Jesse
Baumann, continued their dominance at the
Landmark Conference championships. The
women won their fifth straight Landmark
title and had six individual champions, one
relay title, the Track Athlete of the Year in
senior Lisa Williamson, and the Field Athlete of the Year in junior Micah Leonard.
The men’s squad won its fourth Landmark
title in the five-year history of the conference, and the Greyhounds had seven individual champions, one relay title, the Track
Athlete of the Year in junior Donald Noble
and the Coaching Staff of the Year.

Teams participate in Read
Across America
on March 2nd
Student-athletes from Moravian’s football
and women’s basketball teams headed out
to a pair of Bethlehem area elementary
schools to help celebrate Dr. Suess’ birthday
and Read Across America on March 2nd.
“Going to Spring Garden Elementary
was uplifting, entertaining, and rewarding,” junior Rocco Del Priore said. “It’s
always enjoyable going out into the community to represent Moravian athletics.
Reading is such a vital part of a child’s
education and hopefully we influenced the
students in a positive way.”
“Spending the day at Asa Packer
Elementary for Read Across America was
such a fun experience,” senior Cassandra
Phillips said. “ Since it was in honor of Dr.
Seuss’ birthday, my favorite part of the day
SPRING 2012		

was reading Cat in the Hat to the kindergarteners. We had a great day and a great
start to our spring break.”
Diana Feldmann

Senior Diana Feldmann
named to Capital One
Academic All-America
Second Team
Senior defender Diana Feldmann, of Moravian’s women’s soccer team, was named to
the 2011 Capital One Division III Academic All-America Women’s Soccer Second
Team. Diana becomes Moravian’s 36th
Capital One Academic All-American.
In Diana’s four years at Moravian, she
played in 79 games with four goals and
four assists and helped lead Moravian to
four postseason berths, including the 2008
Landmark Conference Championship and
a trip to the NCAA Division III Championship tournament. Diana was named to the
Landmark All-Conference First Team in
2009 and 2011 and Second Team in 2010,
the Landmark Conference All-Academic
Team and Landmark Conference Honor
Roll in 2009, 2010 and 2011.

112-game career sixth all-time with 723
rebounds and a school record 317 blocked
shots. Blair was named to the Landmark
All-Conference First Team while freshman
forward Alexis Wright was honored as the
Landmark Conference Rookie of the Year.
Junior guard D.J. Strayhorn of the
men’s basketball team reached 1,000
points for his collegiate career with 763
points in two seasons here at Moravian
and 311 during his freshman year at
Marywood University. This past winter,
Strayhorn helped lead the Greyhounds
to a berth in the Landmark Conference
Semifinals, their first postseason appearance since 2008, and he earned a spot
on the Landmark
All-Conference First
Team. Junior guard
Garrett Johnson was
honored on the Landmark All-Conference
Second Team.

D.J. Strayhorn

Basketball players reach
milestones
The Moravian basketball teams had players reach milestones this past winter. Senior forward Alexandra Blair became the
22nd women’s basketball player to reach
1,000 career points, and she completed
the season with 1,064 points, ranking
18th in the record books. Blair, who was
named a WBCA Honorable Mention
All-American this winter, finished her

Alexandra Blair
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Top: Melissa Straub '12, Anna Whetstone '12,
Joseph Powlette '60, Anne McCandless Rampolla
'79, Joseph Merola '64, Margaret DeOliveira '13 and
Gina Heintzelman '13.
Center: Brian Corvino '02 and Candy Barr Heimbach
'79, present the Medallion of Merit award to Betty
Adams Roach '43.
Top right: Regina LaCaruba '05 (center) discusses
alumni engagement with members of the
Roundtable.

Nominations are now being accepted for the
2012 Alumni Awards. Go to www.moravian.
edu/alumni and click on alumni recognition,
or call Pat Hanna in Alumni Relations at
610-625-7874.
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The 11th Annual Alumni Awards ceremony was held December 2, 2011, with Brian
Corvino ’02, Alumni Board president,
acting as master of ceremonies. He called
the event a “shining star” on the calendar—an event that exemplifies the love
and gratitude Moravian graduates hold for
their alma mater, and the lifelong effect a
Moravian education has on one’s life.
In his remarks, President Thomforde
expanded the concept of the Moravian
effect by mentioning the impact alumni
have in various disciplines throughout the
Lehigh Valley region, including in education, health care, finance and the legal
profession.
The 2011 Alumni Fellows are current
students who were recognized for their
scholastic achievements and the contributions they have made to the College and the
community. This year’s award winners were
Margaret DeOliveira ’13, Gina Heintzelman ’13 and Anna Whetstone ’12. Melissa
Straub ’12 received the Honors Award.
This year, the Benigna Education
Award for outstanding contributions to
the field of education, was given to two
alumni—Anne McCandless Rampolla ’79,
adjunct professor of Spanish, and Joseph
Powlette ’60, professor of physics and the
Louise E. Juley professor of science.
Betty Adams Roach ’43 was awarded
the 2011 Medallion of Merit, given for her
outstanding service to Moravian and to the
Alumni Association. Roach inspired the
audience with stories of her relationship
with Moravian that began in 1939! “All of
the Moravian community has contributed
to the richness of my life, and I’m very
grateful,” she said.
The Comenius Award was presented to
Joseph Merola ’64 M.D. for outstanding
achievements in the medical field, and for
the impact he has made on the health and
well-being of the Lehigh Valley community,
especially its women and children.
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Alumni and students shine
on awards night

A new way to get involved
The new Alumni Roundtable met for the
first time in November. Nearly two dozen
Moravian graduates—all passionate about
alumni networking and regional engagement—spent a full day meeting with
President Thomforde and senior staff,
planning for alumni events and discussing
ways to provide career support to both
alumni and students.
The group’s mission is to “encourage
alumni working together to be ambassadors and champions of the college in our
local communities.” The development of
regional alumni chapters and networks that
embrace affinity groups are key elements
in its efforts. Participant Mike Magee ’82,
representing the Blue & Grey Club, said the
day reinforced the importance of an active
and supportive alumni community.
The group will meet periodically (and
had a follow-up conference call in February) to pursue the three next steps that
emerged from the brainstorming session.
The steps are: to launch and support additional regional alumni groups; host networking events; and provide career support,
including mentoring and job networking.
If you’re interested in exploring opportunities to advance the Roundtable’s
three next steps in your own area, email
alumrel@moravian.edu We’d love to hear
from you!
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Recent Happenings
Networking in the Big Apple

March 13

Nearly 40 alumni ranging from 1977 through 2011 attended a special networking night hosted by
Andy Hart ’90, vice president of diamonds and gemstones for Tiffany & Co., on March 13. The
event was held at Tiffany’s corporate offices in Manhattan.
Not only did the alumni have the opportunity to mingle with each other, but this first-ever
event allowed them to network with almost 50 Moravian students, mostly seniors and juniors interested in careers in and around the city. Judging by the numbers of business cards exchanged
and smiling faces all around, the event was an exceptional success. (Watch for the full story coming in the summer issue of Moravian College Magazine.)

Moravian in Florida

March 6

Moravian alumni gathered on both coasts this winter.
Alumni from classes 1951 through 2008 joined President
and Dr. Kathy Thomforde at a reception in Boca Raton
on February 29. On March 4, the Greyhounds men’s
baseball team was cheered on (to a 5-2 win) by alumni,
friends and family at the Snowbird Classic Baseball
Tournament. After the game, everyone gathered at JD’s
Bistro Grill in Port Charlotte for some fun.
Below, Lourdes and Tony Perez spend time with
their son, Anthony '13, after the game.

New Jersey alumni gathering
Jeanne Villano Petrucci ’86 and Jim Petrucci hosted a New Jerseyarea reception at their home in Far Hills, N.J. on February 17. Nearly
40 alumni, parents, friends and College representatives enjoyed the
Petrucci’s hospitality as they networked and savored delicious food
provided by The Olive Branch, of Bethlehem. Shown above: Cindy
Hammel Cinque '87, Stephanie Sumas '86, Kathleen Hanifan Hoke '87,
Diane Hvizdak Taylor '87, Irene Wolinski Fialkowsky '77, and Jeanne
Villano Petrucci '86.

Thomas Bilheimer ’70 has
published a collection of
poems and meditations titled
Painting the Inside, which
grew from the range of his experiences in rebuilding his life after a
devastating fire. His reflections focus
on the mysteries of nature, echoing
lessons that inform and enrich the
human spirit. Visit www.paintingtheinside.com.
The journey through a child’s life, from newborn to adulthood, is told through the eyes of a
father, in the new book by James Morissette ’02.
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for details or
registration,
CONTACT the ALUMNI
house: 610 861-1366 OR
WWW.MORAVIAN.EDU/ALUMNI.

April 21
Amrhein Investment Club 50th
Anniversary

April 28
Chicago Area Alumni Event

February 17

ALUMNIBOOKSHELF

SAVE THE DATES!

April 29

Alumni Home Club event at
America on Wheels

May 7
Golf Classic

May 9
Commencement and Reception
for Legacy Graduates

High Fives With Daddy outlines the
May 15
important job of a father—guiding,
Boston Area Alumni event
encouraging, and cheering for for their children,
May 18 &19
supporting them through all their
Alumni Weekend
endeavors.
Writer and photographer, Robin
Thomas ’04, has published The Petite Gardener and Other Stories, a
collection of uplifting stories about
the discovery of love and faith
in its power. Visit www.
Has your book been published recently? Please share
robinthomasbooks.com
the good news; write phanna@moravian.edu.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON CLASS NOTE SUBMISSIONS, GO TO WWW.MORAVIAN.EDU/CLASSNOTES

Moravian College Magazine
publishes all class notes that we receive. We
reserve the right to edit for space or style.
Some information may appear only online at
www.moravian.edu/classnotes.
All class correspondents with an e-mail
address are listed within the notes. Some
correspondents without e-mail access are
listed below. If your class year is not shown
or does not list a named correspondent either
here or online, e-mail your information to
alumrel@moravian.edu or mail to Pat Hanna,
Alumni Relations Office, Moravian College,
1200 Main Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018.
DEADLINES FOR SUBMISSIONS:
July 1 for the summer 2012 issue.
October 1 for the fall 2012 issue.
PHOTO POLICY FOR CLASSNOTES:
• Please send us your image as a jpg file
at 300 dpi.
• We publish one photo per wedding or birth.
• We welcome photos of gatherings of alumni
and will publish as many as space permits.

Class correspondents without e-mail access:
1942 – Mary Kuehl Concevitch, 1036 Center St.,
Bethlehem, PA 18018
1943 – Margaret L. Albright, 129 N. 11th St.,
Allentown, PA 18102
1943 – June Bright Reese, 801 N. Wahneta St.,
Apt. 203, Allentown, PA 18109
1946 – Ada Zellner Flower, 834 Hilltop Road,
Oyster Bay, N.Y. 11771
1952 – Mary T. Pongracz, 321 W. Fourth St.,
Bethlehem, PA 18015
1954 – Helen Desh Woodbridge, 3574 Browning
Lane, Bethlehem, PA 18017
1955 – Helen Varady Keyser, 2038 Kemmerer St.,
Bethlehem, PA 18017

For Comenius Center alumni notes
Dee Lohman; lohmand@eastonsd.org or
Sherron Quinn; Shquinn222@yahoo.com
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1938

1956

Rose Beidler Polentz is doing well
and lives at an assisted living facility in
Richland, Wash.

Tom Labert and his wife, Nancy, attended the marriage of their granddaughter, Julie Anderson ’05, to Steven Shoults,
in the Moravian chapel on November 19.

1946
Ada Zellner Flower; 834 Hilltop Road; Oyster
Bay, NY 11771
Dorothy (Dotty) Wilmer Schlottman,
who suffered from Alzheimers disease has
died. Her husband, Al, describes her final
resting place on Whidbey Island, Wash., as
lovely.
Ada Zellner Flower and her husband,
Frank, stay active with their family and
with Swimnastics classes.
Ann Rosenau Smythe and her husband,
Bill, enjoy weekly sing-a-longs with pre1950 era songs, directed by their son, Bill.
Phyllis Kreider has retired from a med
tech job at a local hospital. She is part
of an organic food co-op; is “almost” a
vegetarian; and teaches and participates in
exercise classes. Phyllis urges us all to keep
our minds and bodies in balance and to
think positively.

1951
Dorthea Atallah and her husband,
Bruce Hanes, traveled a lot in 2011, visiting
Yellowstone Park, Mobile, New Orleans,
Texas, New Mexico and Newfoundland.
They celebrated Dorthea’s 60th college reunion and then drove to Florida, Wisconsin
and Michigan. Dorthea won third place
with one of her orchids in March.

1955
Helen Varady Keyser; 2038 Kemmerer Street;
Bethlehem, PA 18017
Anne Collins Frey’s daughter wrote
that her mother passed away on November
3, and that she had been very proud to be
affiliated with Moravian College.

1957
Pearl Stein; steinpearl18@gmail.com
Pat Miller Helfrich and the reunion
committee met and discussed plans for
their 55th reunion on Alumni Weekend,
May 18 and 19, 2012. They are excited
about scheduling activities that will appeal
to their classmates from the class of 1957,
around the theme of Retired but Inspired.
Friday will incorporate all the activities of
Founder’s Day plus afternoon and evening
gatherings that are sure to please everyone. Saturday will begin with the 55+
breakfast. Tours and learning opportunities are included. They want your input.
What have you been doing since retirement? Perhaps you’ve had a second career
or have been indulging in a hobby that
captures your interest. Share your ideas
by emailing Pearl and plan now to be at
Moravian in May.
Please contact any of the committee
members with your ideas and/or concerns.
They are: Carl Ackerman, Shirley Kunsman
Bilheimer, Don Bortz, Irene Breslin
Genther, Jerry Potter, Gordon Sommers,
Pearl Stein, John Suback and George Toth.
Roy Goshorn ’58 recently completed
two terms on the Alumni Board of Directors
where he was co-chair of the recognition
committee.

1959
Kathy Werst Detwiler; kathydetwiler@comcast.net
Kathy Werst Detwiler and her husband,
Wayne, enjoyed the new music and the old
friends at Vespers 2011. They also met up
again with Paul Noonan ’60, Anita Filler
Noonan ’61 and Pat and Monk Morelli ’59
and chatted with new acquaintance Jim
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Molinaro ’73.
Mary Lesin Mackenzie Ayala and her
husband, Jim, vacationed in Las Vegas
and St. Louis last year and celebrated the
holiday season with her family.

1961
Sam Maczko; sfmaczko@yahoo.com
Ken Sepe, Joe Castellano, Barry
Gaal and Sam Mazcko attended the
Gus Rampone Memorial Golf Outing
sponsored by the OGO fraternity. Jim
McCrudden and Jim Kritis also attended.
They enjoyed the great weather and the pig

roast, while raising several hundred dollars
for the scholarship fund.
On October 21, the OGO fraternity
held its 90th anniversary celebration.
Attendees included San Maczko, Roy
Goshorn ’58, Monk Morelli ’59, Bruce
Mumie ’58, Joe Castellano and Jim
McCrudden. The stories and events haven’t
changed much since the ’60s. Everyone enjoyed their commemorative mugs donated
by Monk Morelli.
Ken Sepe visited Fort Myers, Fla., this
winter. John Bregman has
been in Orlando, Fla.,
since October. Chuck
Merkel ’61 is well in

Wheaton, Ill.; and Jeff Gannon ’61 is well
in Woodlands, Texas, where the arrival of
cooler weather has helped the drought conditions. Bill Leicht ’63 continues to be active
in the Phoenix, Ariz., real estate business.

1962
Merr Trumbore; trummy@zoominternet.net
Emma Demuth Williams; eldw@ptdprolog.net
Dan Turner keeps busy in retirement

Fulfilling her life's passions
Honnie Spencer ’90

H

onnie Spencer ’90, a native of Antigua, first discovered
Moravian College when a choral group from the college
photo by john kish iv

visited the island in January 1985. As a music lover and a Moravian,
Spencer was intrigued by the group and attended their concerts for
two weeks. In the fall of 1986, Spencer left her home and moved to
Bethlehem.
Although registered as a performance major on piano, she
immediately informed her advisor that she wanted to double major
with biology. “I love both worlds,” says Spencer, who could not
choose between her passions. “If I majored in both, at least I still
could get the best of each.”
Her dual degrees could not be more different, but Spencer
worked hard to stay attentive to both. She interned at Saint Luke’s
Hospital before there was a program, and she got to see Russia,
Czech Republic, England and Germany with choral groups she
participated in.
Even now, Spencer continues to mesh together her two passions. For 14 years, she practiced general medicine in Concord, N. C.
at Cabarrus Community Family Practice, spending four years at the
hospital’s health clinic. Additionally, Spencer runs the Logan Community Music School in a local Lutheran church in Concord, nestled
in the Logan Community, that Spencer calls the “little melting pot.”
Spencer says Moravian’s generosity (she received several
scholarships) inspires her to pass on the gift of education she received nearly 30 years ago. And so she provides free music lessons
to young people.
Since she left the clinic more than a year ago, Spencer has
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<<

Moravian was the best time in my life.

>>

been working at local hospitals as needed. This career change is
just the start of her new future. In a few months, she will open her
own clinic in an old colonial home she is renovating into a healthcare facility in Winston-Salem, N.C. “The key proposition and focus
is to create an intimate relationship between the clinic and community,” says Spencer, who hopes the clinic will be “intertwined” with
the tight-knit community. The mission: to promote healthy living,
especially to the indigent populations who often cannot afford the
healthcare they need.
Spencer recalls being only one of two black female students
as an undergraduate, and yet she says, “I never once ever felt
any different. Moravian was the best time in my life.” The school
community welcomed her, and she carries that legacy on in her life
as she works in a community with high diversity and low socioeconomic status.
—Kelly Fackenthall '12
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spending time with his five grandchildren and also hunting, trout fishing and
investing in the stock market. He lives in
a 100-year-old house on 121 acres outside
Binghamton, N.Y.

Births

1965

Kerry Willard Bray ’94 and
husband, Erik, a daughter, Britt
Ireland, May 15.

Robert Houser; bobhouser@atmc.net
Bob Houser recently got together with
Phil Bees, ’68, after about 46 years. They
enjoyed dinner in Myrtle Beach with their
wives of more than 40 years and played
golf the following day.

Victoria Scarano Afflitto ’98 and
her husband, Harlan, a son, Jonathan
Anthony, August 8.

1969
Tim Tedesco; tatsrr@aol.com
Since retiring from teaching, Carole
Thomas Petley has been doing dog agility
training with her Shelties. Last year at a
trial in Syracuse, N.Y., Carole was getting
ready to do a run when she was tapped
on the shoulder by another handler getting ready to run her Sheltie. She had
recognized Carole’s name on the order
chart and asked if Carole had gone to
Moravian College. The handler turned out
to be Lucille Solana ’68 who Carole has
not seen since they were students. Carole
and Lucille were on third floor of Rau
along with other friends: Linda Bruno
Rice ’68, Maggie Moorhead Gangloff,
Peggy Bartholomew Melchior ’68, Randy
Batteiger Croft ’68, Judy Gregg Homan
’68 and Lynn Spiro Gheen ’68. They had
fun reminiscing. Lucille spends summers
in New York and winters in Florida. The
ladies will meet at dog trials this year
and look forward to seeing each other
again next summer. Carole has many fond
memories of Moravian. Her great-nephew
just started as a freshman and she hopes he
enjoys it as much as she did.
Rick Westley retired from the IRS in
2009 after 39 years of service. Rick and
his wife, Anne, are happy to announce that
their youngest daughter, Lori, is engaged.
She and her fiancé plan to marry next
April. Their oldest daughter, Lisa, is married and has two children.
Jane Pritchard Moore is a caseworker
at the welfare office in Sunbury, Pa. Her
husband, John Moore ’64, is the editor of
the Eastern Pennsylvania Business Journal
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Lauren Bahnatka Bachner

Jessica Sterner Miller ’98 and her
husband, Tim, a daughter, Violet Clove
Sterner Miller, September 25.
Elva Evans Shildt ’98 and her husband,
Keith, a daughter, Marlette Ann, April
24.
Julie Jones Shilane ’02 and husband,
Phil, a daughter, Sarah Mae, October
11.

in Bethlehem.
Clare Waterman, daughter of Carol
Flasch Waterman and Holden Waterman
’70, married David Irwin on January 1
in Griswold, Conn. Carol and Holden
are fulltime RV’ers. They drove up to
Connecticut for Christmas and the wedding. Visit their RV blog, carolandholdenwaterman.blogspot.com.

1970
Kazuhiko Okuda has taught in
Sapporo, Niigata, Yamaguchi, Tokyo and
Yokohama, Japan, for the past 32 years.
He has been a visiting professor at Carlton
University (Ottawa), Boston University,
and Symbiosis International University
(India). He has published books, monographs, and many articles in the areas
of international affairs and comparative
political thought. Kazuhiko gave a public
lecture on January 3 called Learning From
the West: The Iwakura Mission and its
Consequences, at the University of Saint
Joseph in Macau, China.
Tom Bilheimer recently completed a
short anthology of poetry titled: Painting

Jessica Sterner Miller

Katie Welsh-Radande ’03 and husband,
Jonathan, a daughter, Ayve Mae, May 9.
Lauren Bahnatka Bachner ’06 and husband, Brian, a daughter, Molly Grace,
December 7.
Lenore Di Lullo Skobel ’06 and husband,
Brian, a daughter, Briel Madison,
December 5.
All births are 2011.

the Inside. His book is now available
and can be ordered through http://www.
paintingtheinside.com or through any
bookstore.

1971
John Madison; moravianalum@aol.com
After 30 years of hotel management,
Constance M. Sokalsky semi-retired last
May. She continues to work part time at
the Hilton in Harrisburg, Pa., as a banquet
controller.
Charlotte Hannon Ahner broke her
ankle while playing golf and was laid up
until September.
Rodney Saylor has been retired from his
minister’s position in Waverly, N.Y., for over
a year now; his wife, Donnie Fiorini ’72
plans to retire at the end of the school year.
Janice Goldberg Fischel had her first
solo exhibit at the Hanover, N.H., library
and again won a prize at The Elden
Murray photographic competition in
March.
Sandy Browning was in the chorus
for a community theatre production of
Ragtime in the fall. Then she appeared in
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three performances of Handel’s Messiah
with her choral society.

Late Bloomer

1975

Bill Needs ’62

A

lways a practical man, Bill Needs ’62

photo by carla barnes

Susan Bacci Adams; sba402@aol.com
Bob Gratz, superintendent of
Hackettstown schools, received an honorary doctorate at Centenary College’s
January commencement for his service to
the school community.

never had time for art. He didn’t take art

classes in school, didn’t like to visit museums
or art exhibits, and never even doodled!
After graduating from Moravian with
a degree in history, and studying for a year

1976

in the Seminary, Needs held several jobs,

his own, approaching this training as a form of

and earned an MS from Drake University in

vocational rehabilitation, teaching himself the
way he would have advised others.

Jeff Epstein teaches art at Suffolk
County Community College on Long
island. He resides in Brooklyn and in his
second home in Maine. Epstein earned a
Master of Fine Arts degree from Brooklyn
College. He is represented by Caldbeck
Gallery in Rockland, Maine, where he had
a solo exhibition in 2010. His most recent
exhibit was at the Gallery at Chapin in
Princeton, N.J. See some of Jeff’s work on
page 32.

rehabilitation counseling. He spent most of his
working life helping others in social services

1977
John Fauerbach; johnjfauerbach@yahoo.com
Mark D. Myslinski was hired as the
new chief executive for Lakewood RanchRapid Pathogen Screening, Inc. The company develops test kits aimed at spotting
the flu, STDs and other diseases.
Gregg McNelis, Dave Corrigan and
Jon Otis ’79 returned to Moravian to play
during the men’s alumni basketball game
on January 7.

1980
Molly Donaldson Brown; unsinkable@fast.net
Bernard Story was named executive
director of the Lehigh Valley Community
Foundation. He joins the foundation after
a 32-year career at Moravian College,
where he held several positions including
director of admissions, dean of admissions
and financial aid, vice president for enrollment and director of leadership giving.

you have to figure out what to do with the rest

America and the YMCA before operating his

of your life,” he says. “You ask yourself, ‘What

own vocational rehabilitation business, Day

are my natural talents? What am I passionate

Star, Inc., for 18 years.
Needs continues to
serve on the Seminary
Alumni Association
Board of Governors.
He and his wife,
Sara, have always

<<

This art is something
that frees the spirit ...and
has added to the quality
of my days, every day.

>>

about? What am I inclined to
go toward?’”
He not only sees things
he’s never noticed before
such as shadows left by tree
limbs, contrasting colors,
and combinations of shapes

loved to travel, but while she would visit local

and forms, he also thinks of how he would

museums, he would spend his time outdoors.

emphasize certain qualities while leaving

On one such trip to Croatia, the couple bought

others out, so viewers will appreciate it.

an ink drawing that appealed to the latent

Needs shares his gift through a class he

builder in Needs; wondering how an artist

teaches to seniors called Beyond Doodling,

“sees” the finished product then how they

and has donated 20 drawings of historic

depict what they see and put the pieces

homes to the local historical society. He

together to grab the viewer.

illustrated the recently published book of

After his retirement in 2009, Needs began

poems by Bruce Gillett, Quarter-Peeled

looking for something to fill his time. A drawing

Oranges, and he even exhibits his work in

class at Kennesaw State University sounded

Marietta, Ga., where he gets rave reviews.

interesting, and by the end of the first class,

Needs reflects on what this late-in-life,

his sketch of Half Dome at Yosemite earned

newly discovered talent means to him: “All

high praise from the instructor, who gave him

my life, I’ve always been a practical person,

his own pen to use during the second class.

investing my time in pragmatic or utilitarian

“The class opened a whole new realm of

pursuits. This art isn’t necessarily pragmatic.

something I’d never dreamed of before, and

You can’t eat it or wear it or sit on it or drive

it just took off from there,” he remembers.

it. But it is something that frees the spirit, and

“When people saw my work and asked me

that freedom has provided new balance and

how I could draw like that, I couldn’t explain it.”

meaning to my life, adding to the quality of my

That was in 2009, and since then Needs
has studied art technique and practiced on
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“I didn't have a disability, but sometimes

agencies such as United Way, Big Brothers of

days, every day.”
—Brenda Lange
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1982

Weddings

Lori Vargo Heffner; laheffner@verizon.net
Jeff Bartlett was recently hired as
North Whitehall Township’s first full-time
manager.

1983
Linda Wei Lu and Carl Sterner

1985

Rebecca Schreiber and John R. Goode

Lynn Muschlitz LaBarre; labarrefam@fast.net
Scott Wahl of Dennis Township, N.J.,
has been named Stone Harbor’s public
information officer. He has done public
relations work for Avalon Borough for
more than three years.

Edward Roach ’95 to Naomi Burnes,
October 9.
Blythe Harold Evans ’96 to Jessica Ann
Ohl, October 29.
Angela Stetler ’98 to Benjamin
Shepherd, September 24.
Rebecca Schreiber ’00 to John R.
Goode, October 15. Ellen Blum
’00 was her maid of honor. Other
Moravian alums in attendance
were John Brand, Joe Schmelze,
Leigh MacDonald Pecoriello, Mark
Pecoriello, all ’00, Thomas Moloney
’01, and Becky Ziegenfuss Lyons ’99.
Carl Sterner ’04 to Linda Wei Lu, August
27. They reside in Flushing, N.Y., and
work in New York City.
Julie Anderson ’05 to Steven Shoults,
November 19.
Jamie Hillegass ’06 to Joseph Bigley ’06,
April 16.
Rachel Andes ’08 and Matthew Anthony
Bodtmann, June 24, on Lido Beach in
Sarasota, Fla.
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Karen Skoyles; skoyles@lakesnet.net
Ken Dempsey has more than 25 years
of coaching experience at the Division 1
level, and recently became associate head
coach at the University of New Hampshire,
after six seasons at the University of
Missouri Kansas City.

Brooke Prelovsky and Tom Czarnecki

Samantha Milita ’10 to William Pitcher,
December 9, in Disney World,
Orlando, Fla. The couple resides in
Philadelphia.
Brooke Prelovsky ’10 and Tom Czarnecki
‘09 were married in Allentown, Pa.,
September 10. Altogether, 13 alumni
and one current Moravian student
were in the bridal party. Bridesmaids
were Kori Burke ’09, Jessica Swartz
’09, Alyson Rice ’10, Ashley Stone ’10,
and Alyssa Howerter ’13. Groomsmen
alumni were Mike Voskian ’09,
Anthony Giovannini ’09, Dan Teese
’09, Erik Brinkerhoff ’09, Joe DeMuro
’09, Joe Melchionna ’10, and Phil
Spence ’10. In addition to their
Greyhound filled bridal party, they
had 15 other Moravian grads and
a few current Moravian students in
attendance. The bridal party posed at
Comenius Hall.

1986
James and Lynda Farrell Swartz; lfswartz@
rcn.com
Jane Altemose Schmidt and her
husband, Joe, live in Maryland with their
two daughters aged 15 and 17. Jane is a
freelance writer and substitute elementary
school teacher. They love boating on the
Chesapeake Bay and Lake Winnipesaukee,
N.H., where they honeymooned 23 years
ago.

1990
Mary Beth Sierzega Afflerbach; afflerbachmb@yahoo.com
Hugh Norwood was chosen by SXSW.
edu as the 2012 emcee for their inaugural
LAUNCHedu event. In 2007, Hugh formed
Trinity Education Group, a Marylandbased company focused on growing and
sustaining high-quality, researched-based
educational products and services, and is its
president and general manager.
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1991

1995

2000

Melissa dePamphilis Jarman; mdepamph@
yahoo.com or Christine A. Palermo-Wallach;
capw516@aol.com
David Zinczenko has been named one
of Lehigh County’s inaugural Hall of Fame
inductees as part of the county’s bicentennial celebration. He joins 23 other wellknown people with ties to Lehigh County.
Read more about David in the story on
pages 18-19.

Jessica Pfleiger Dimmig was recently
hired as the librarian at Liberty Bell
Elementary School in Southern Lehigh
School District in Pennsylvania. She has
a master’s degree in library science from
Kutztown University.

Faithann Cheslock Stephey; LadyBugFVC@
aol.com or Lisa Hahn Egan; Lisahahn13@
hotmail.com
Ellen Blum is a director of consumer
media at WebMD. She currently lives in
Philadelphia with her fiancé.
John Brand is director of marketing and communications at St. Luke’s
Cornwall Hospital in Newburgh, N.Y. He
lives in New Jersey with his wife and two
daughters, aged 4 and 2.
Leigh MacDonald Pecoriello was
named as one of 20 local individuals under
age 40 doing extraordinary things, by the
New Jersey Herald. She owns Mother
Moon Baby Boutique in Newton, N.J., and
the mother of 2-year old June.
Thomas Moloney is a full-time musician in New York City and New Jersey.
He resides in Hoboken, N.J.
Joseph Schmelze works for Pocono
Medical Center and is a writer for a small,
online publication. He recently graduated
summa cum laude from graduate school,
and is engaged to the mother of his daughter, Isabella.
Rebecca Schreiber and her husband,
John Goode, have relocated to Denver,
Colo. Rebecca is the northwest district
visual manager for Free People.

1992
John S. Nunnemacher; moravian92@me.com
or Michael Q. Roth; mgr01@moravian.edu
Jackie Brova was a faculty speaker
at the 2011 Human Capital Leadership
Forum in New York City in October. She
is the executive vice president of human
resources for Church & Dwight, Co., Inc.
Dr. Claudio V. Cerullo, anti-bullying expert and speaker, has published a new book
titled Bullying: The Silent Threat … What
Every Parent and Teacher Needs to Know.

1993
Jennifer Smethers was recently hired as
the new township manager for Williams
Township, Pa. She previously was the
executive director of the Allentown
Redevelopment Authority.

1994
Denise Bradley; denise.bradley@tevausa.com
Pamela Porter Grauer was recently
inducted into the Allen-Rogowicz Chapter
of the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame.
Amy Parmenter Fouracre is a Ph.D.
candidate at Lesley University.
Andrew Romberger recently left his
law practice at Fox Rothschild LLP, where
he was partner in the corporate department, to become vice president and general
counsel of Nuron Biotech, Inc. Nuron is a
rapidly growing biopharmaceutical company based in Exton, Pa., that had been a
client of his since its inception.
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1996
Deb Yuengling Ferhat; jdferhat@comcast.net
Assistant State’s Attorney Michael
Combs has been promoted to chief of the
criminal division for the McHenry County
State’s Attorney’s Office, effective January 3.

1997
Tiffany Shenman; Tiffshen2@aol.com

1998
Jennie Joshi; jenniejoshi@hotmail.com
Jennifer Carrier Dorman and her
husband, Rob, moved to Germany in
December 2010. The couple is living and
teaching in Bad Toelz, Bavaria.
Jason P. Negron was promoted to
sergeant of the South Whitehall police
department. He also is a certified drug
recognition expert and the co-coordinator
for the Lehigh County DUI task force.
Doug Hawk has been involved in
music for about 20 years, singing in various bands, serving as both a songwriter
and lyricist. He recently released the live
album Eleven Alive. Recorded at Black &
Blue in Easton, the album is available on
iTunes and CDBaby.com

1999
Christina Fulton; cfulton1124@yahoo.com
Becky Ziegenfuss Lyons is a personal
trainer, fitness and Pilates instructor, and
lives in Mullica Hill, N.J., with her husband and three children.
Jan Mellon has accepted the position of
registrar at Penn State’s World Campus in
State College, Pa.

2001
Courtney Parrella; sunshine92779@msn.com
Since graduation, Hilary Constable
has worked in human resources in China,
India and Thailand, as well as the United
States. She has earned her SPHR (Senior
Professional in Human Resources certification) and currently is an HR consultant
for Volvo Construction Equipment in
Shippensburg, Pa.

2002
Brienne Wilson Rodriguez; briennewilson@
gmail.com
Andy Cerco is the new football coach
of the Salisbury High School, Salisbury
Township, Pa., where he has taught
special education since 2005. Cerco also
has coached for Parkland High School,
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classnotes

Moravian College, Central Catholic and
Southern Lehigh.
James Morissette recently published
a children’s book titled High Fives With
Daddy.
Debra Noble passed the certified
financial planner certification examination
in November. The exam covers general
principles, as well as insurance, investment,
income tax, estate and retirement planning.

2003
Regina LaCombe Laine; pjfairy@aol.com

Jen Ketz works as a research analyst at
PBS Kids Sprout. She is engaged to marry
Christopher Dolga in May.
Calder Flynn received his MBA from
the Simon Graduate School of Business at
the University of Rochester, with concentrations in finance and competitive strategy.
He accepted a position as an executive associate within the compensation division at
M&T Bank Corporation in Buffalo, N.Y.
Kelly Rindock, Jen Behagg ’05, and
Lori Khalil are extras in the movie Mighty
Macs.
Katie Welsh-Radande works at Lehigh
University as the associate director of inter-

The impact he's made on the world

Brett Weber '91
yet,” Weber adds with a laugh. His large
abstracts, shown on www.brokenartgallery.

well as in Philadelphia, Greece, New York City

com, also act as an autobiography of sorts.

and Colorado. All the while, Brett advocated

His art tells his personal story. Brett added

for multiple sclerosis research and for people

quotations to each piece of artwork, which

with disabilities. In March 2012, he partici-

inspired the titles. And these titles reflect

pated in ArtAbility, a show at Lehigh Valley

what he was going through at the particular

Hospital, which highlighted the talents of

time the painting was created.
Brett stays as involved as possible with
his community, thanks to his family and

to return home to Allentown in 2003, where

friends, and also is an active participant on a

he reevaluated his life. “Art was a form

friend’s website, www.wheelchairjunkie.com,

of therapy, a way of working through my

which is a source of community, support and

dilemma, coming to terms with my disease,

fun for people with disabilities of all kinds.

lthough multiple sclerosis (MS) has

and continuing to make beautiful things,”

robbed Brett Weber ’91 of the use

As his friend, Mark E. Smith, writes in an

he remembers. Brett devoted himself to

article about Brett on the site, “ . . . although

of his hands and legs, it hasn’t stolen his

teaching art therapy locally to people with

we may not be able to control what happens

optimistic outlook. While at Moravian,

MS and other disabilities at Good Shepherd

to our bodies, with dedication, fortitude and

Weber dual-degreed in biology and art, and

Rehabilitation Hospital.

perseverance, we can control the impact that
we make in the world – an impact that offers

went on to earn his Ph.D. in neuroscience at

Brett has now lost the use of his arms

Temple University in 1997. One week before

and legs and can no longer paint. He contin-

understanding, hope and empowerment to

receiving his doctorate, Brett learned he had

ues to stay active in the arts through voice-

others.”

MS. Determined to go on with his life, despite

controlled software, with which he’s writing

the diagnosis and his changing condition,

his life story, creatively, of course.

he went on to teach at Chatham College in
Pittsburgh. Through it all, he always painted.
In 2001, Brett got his first art show in New
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Jessica Naugle; jln13@comcast.net
Brynn Saltzker Buskirk is the director
of marketing and community relations for
Phoebe Ministries, a Pennsylvania nonprofit organization offering health care,
housing and support services for adults.

Cedar Crest and Muhlenberg colleges, as

As the MS progressed, Brett was forced

A

2004

Then he had more exhibitions at Moravian,

local artists with disabilities.
Brett Weber '91 poses with his sister, Kristen
Weber Belucci, and his parents Anita and Carl
Weber, next to the last painting he completed,
Butterfly.

national and study abroad programs.
Meredith Vance is the assistant director
of development communications at Rollins
College in Winter Park, Fla. She lives nearby
with her husband, Logan Wellmeier.

across to people,” Weber says.

“It’s called Audrey’s Rock Opera,
because I love Audrey Hepburn,” he says.

—Brenda Lange

“She was a good soul. It’s set in the future,

York City, and discovered that his art could be

where Audrey, an android, time-travels back

used to bring attention to research for MS.

to meet me, although I don’t really know why,
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Melissa Soroka Williams was recently
inducted into the Sussex County Sports
Hall of Fame. She was recognized for her
softball accomplishments, particularly as a
shortstop, at Pope John High School.
Matt Bartholomew works at
Northampton Community College Monroe
Campus as a counselor. He earned an
M.Ed. in student affairs, higher education,
from Kutztown University.

2005
Regina LaCaruba; regina.lacaruba@gmail.com
David Benson has been promoted
to senior in the tax services practice at
ParenteBeard.
Julie Anderson is working toward her
doctorate after earning her master's degree
at the University of Connecticut.
Amy Ambler is the new children’s
librarian at the Free Library of Springfield
Township, Pa. She graduated from the
University of Pittsburgh in July with a
Master of Library Science and Information
Science.

2006
Lauren Bahnatka Bachner; mrsbachner@
gmail.com

2007
Laura Sahlender; laurasahlender@gmail.com
Virginia Wilkins Hinders will present a resume workshop at the 52nd
Annual American Translators Association
Conference in Boston, Mass.
Denise Stangl is the operations manager for Lehigh University Art Galleries.
She deals with the financial, legal and
human resource aspects of the galleries,
and oversees advertising campaigns, grant
writing, donation collection and volunteer coordination. She also supervises the
museum consignment shop.
Guitarist Mike Lorenz has kept a busy
schedule as a performer and instructor, and
also composes original jazz pieces. The
Mike Lorenz Quartet recently released its
CD, In The Woods, and played at the Arts
Center in Philadelphia in February.
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2008
Photojournalist Andrew Piccone had a
show in lower Manhatten called Faces of
Occupy Wall Street in November. It was
his first solo show in New York and demonstrated the protests on a personal level,
focusing on the individuals rather than the
protests.
John R. Caporale recently passed
the 2011 New York and New Jersey bar
examinations.
Mark Gasdaska is recently engaged to
Elizabeth Festa ’09. A 2013 wedding is
planned.
ParenteBeard in Allentown recently
promoted two graduates from 2008:
Kristopher Foulk, to senior in the audit
and accounting services practice, and Scott
Frankenfield, to senior in the small business
services practices.
Rachel Andes and her new husband, Matthew, just bought a home in
Bethlehem, Pa. Rachel is in her fourth
year as a 4th grade teacher at Washington
Elementary in Bangor, Pa.

2009
Cassidy Thomas; CassidyLThomas@gmail.com

2010
Kelly Schneider; kellytschneider@gmail.com
Zack Andes and Cait Tramontozzi ’11
are engaged. A September 2013 wedding
is planned.
Nicole Yeastedt and Christopher
D’Emilio are engaged. The couple will be
married on August 11.

2011
Rachel Kleiner; kleiner.rachel@gmail.com
Grace Babcock became a member of
the Episcopal Service Corps in September.
She is completing a year of service in San
Francisco, Calif., where she works with
homeless and low-income individuals.
Alexandra Santoro is working on her
Master in Counseling degree at Villanova
University and interning at Child Guidance
Resource Centers in the truancy and delinquency program.

In Memoriam
Robert A. Iobst ’36 – January 2
Mary Fabian Strock ’38 – December 24
Grace Elizabeth Nelson ’41 – October 29
Mary Catherine Kuehl Concevitch ’42 –
October 29
Dorothy Sypherd Fiore ’45 – September 2
Jacqueline C. Haas Bauder ’45 – January 11
Alice Yeager ’45 – February 22
Patricia A. Burrows ’46 – October 21
Dorothy Wilmer Schlottman ’46 –
October 31
Theodore Thomas ’48 – October 11
James A. Ottinger ’48 – January 10
Kathryn Banash DiDonato ’50 – January 13
Edna Himmler Economy ’50 – January 19
Robert A. Kaster, Sr. ’52 – August 2
Charles Konkolics ’52 – December 11
Robert Gordon ’52 – January 3
Roy Ludwick ’52 – February 22
Daniel Patrick Gallagher ’53 – January 3
David Bratsch ’53 – October 22
Anne Collins Frey ’55 – November 3
Nicholas Busalas ’57 – December 3
Wilma Moser-Fatzinger ’57 – January 2
Donald A. Wenzel ’60 – December 28
Russell R. Conover ’60 – January 31
M. Susan Fromhartz ’62 – August 19
Lewis Halley ’62 – February 17
William Hino ’63 – November 15
Vincent Del Re ’63 – November 25
Carol Apple ’64 – December 17
Richard C. Fleming ’65 - November 5
Dorothy Eagan Castagnera ’67 –
December 26
Bruce Singer ’69 – January 19
Peter Regina ’70 – January 14
Frederick W. Hahn ’71 – February 12
Robert Czopoth ’72 – January 14
David J. Elm ’89 – February 2
John J. Deutsch, Jr. ’95 – February 24
John M. Gugie ’99 – November 2
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orbispictus

Thistle Feeder, Jun
e,

2010, oil on panel,
20x26

Where man and nature meet
Streetlight no. 14 2011,
oil on panel, 46x36

“My paintings explore the intersection of natural and man-made landscapes, often at
night. A human presence is indicated, yet no actual figures are included. Interactions
between people and nature don’t always provide results that are dramatic, extreme
or easy to classify as either positive or negative. A nuanced space exists where
moments of natural beauty are interrupted by man-made intrusions, where disruption
and harmony are both possible and the ordinary and sublime coexist… sometimes
uneasily. It is that balance that I want to describe.”

J

2011,
at Night,
ith Hosta
Subaru w
x44
38
l,
ne
oil on pa

Snowmobile Tracks, 2011, oil on panel, 8.5x20

eff Epstein ’76 is drawn to paint places where the man-made
and the natural worlds intersect; where the angularity of the
former is somehow softened by the latter.
Uninterested in pure landscape or cityscapes, his eye and brush
turn toward the way the light reflects off a car parked among
some hostas or how snowmobile tracks mar a new snowfall.
“I’m not drawn to far-off vistas, usually, but to things more in
the middle distance, like you’d encounter standing in someone’s
backyard,” he says. And very often he is standing in that yard or
field to get the images he wants. He prefers to paint on-site and
become familiar with a place. “The longer I’m in a location, the
more I discover interesting combinations of elements,” he says.
Epstein was a studio art major at Moravian and experimented
with sculpting and printmaking and considered a career in graphic
design. But his painting class with Dan Tereshko was his epiphany
and he never looked back. A summer trip to Florence, Italy, with
Dr. Rudy Ackerman, then-chair and professor of the art department, cemented his goal.
Now an associate professor of painting, drawing and twodimensional design at Suffolk County Community College on
Long Island, Epstein lives in Brooklyn and spends as much time
as possible at his second home on the Maine coast, where he finds
much to inspire him. His work has been exhibited in galleries and
museums from Trenton, N.J., to New York’s National Academy of
Design to the U.S.S.R. Artists Union Gallery in Moscow.

Orbis Pictus (The World Illustrated), written by Moravian bishop and educator John Amos Comenius and published in 1658, was the first
illustrated book specifically for children. (This Orbis Pictus image, from“The Master and the Boy,” is courtesy of Reeves Library.) On this
page we celebrate the ways that members of the Moravian College community illuminate our world.
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Postcard from…
Storm King Art Center

—Howard Crockett ’12

Left: Five Men,
Seventeen Days, Fifteen
Boulders, One Wall,
2010
Below: Moravian’s Art
Club enjoys its visit to
Storm King Art Center.

Photos by Jan Ciganick

Storm King Art Center, in the Hudson Valley about
an hour north of New York City, is one of the world’s
leading sculpture parks, showcasing more than 100
sculptures on 500 acres of rolling fields and woodlands.
Kristin Baxter, assistant professor of art, hosted
our Art Club last spring for a weekend at her family’s
cabin, which is near Olana, the home and studio of
Hudson River School painter Frederic Church, and Dia
Beacon, an exhibition space for contemporary art. In
addition to enjoying the local art scene, we hiked in the mountains and
visited museums and parks.
Many of the sculptures at Storm King are large-scale abstract works in
steel, with figurative work and sculpture in stone, earth and other materials. One outstanding creation is the 2,300-foot-long stone wall by Andy
Goldsworthy. Another is Wavefield, an area of grassy “waves” created by
Maya Lin, known for designing the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C.
Although this trip was taken by Art Club members, visiting sites such
as Storm King is beneficial for anyone who wants to expand their knowledge, investigate the relationship between art and nature, and absorb the
beauty of mans’ handiwork nestled in a beautiful natural landscape.

