To All Who Support Recovery

Program Services

Demographics

It has been a very busy year and we are proud to report that it has also
been a very successful one:

Libertae provides comprehensive gender specific treatment through counseling for chemical addiction;
mental health services; case management services to encourage and support economic self-sufficiency;
comprehensive parenting training; and drug and alcohol abuse prevention programs. We meet the
needs of our multi-disadvantaged population through our professional staff, dedicated volunteers,
and an extensive network of collaborations.

Libertae proudly celebrates 35 years of providing
gender-specific treatment for women struggling with
addictions. The following lists the 2006-2007 results of
this treatment.
• The Halfway House had 60 new admissions and
served a total of 75 women.
• The Family House had 40 new admissions and
served a total of 54 women.
• The average length of stay is 3 to 6 months. We are
challenged to address multiple issues within that
timeframe: family therapy, social responsibility, and
economic self-sufficiency.
• Residents receive legal consultations from a
volunteer attorney while at Libertae. 39 women
reported open court cases upon admission; 30
resolved their court cases while in treatment.
• All women gain job readiness skills and enroll in job
skills training at BCOET
• 70% of residents are dually diagnosed: chemically
dependent with mental illness. They receive mental
health services and enhance their knowledge of
their diagnoses and treatment issues through
attendance in the RISE group.

• Reorganization: Libertae will soon celebrate its 35th anniversary. This
year, Libertae Family House celebrated an amazing tenth anniversary. It
was time for a hard look at organizational structure and work
distribution. We are delighted with the results. We have expanded
services to meet an increasingly complicated list of special needs
presented by our families. We added a new Operations Manager and
have a broader management team, mission driven and competent.

Highlights
Dan Moser

This exciting milestone was recognized with a breakfast and
ribbon cutting ceremony. The audience was moved to tears by
the stories of several alumnae including reunification with
children, birth of a healthy boy, improved parenting skills, and
stronger relationships with families. Staff, funders, board
members, local officials and community members were
recognized for their contributions and support.

• Realignment: With guidance from consultant Ms. Susan Rosner, our
dedicated board has gone through an intensive process that has produced
prodigious results to enable Libertae to meet the challenges of our
consumers and our field.
• Housing: Two years of development of permanent housing for women
and children had to be withdrawn due to neighborhood pressures; a
contributing factor to the pandemic problem of homelessness. We see this
as a temporary set back and are ready for the next opportunity to meet the
dire need of housing for women in early recovery with their children.
• A New Look: For the first time in 35 years, we have changed our colors
and logo. We hope it conveys the strength and softness that is
emblematic of our approach to treatment.

Bonnie Graham, Esq. (left), recipient of Libertae’s 2007 Volunteer Award

Connie B. Karasow, E.D.

• Outcomes: Thanks to Joyce Marks’ hard work we have a new,
customized database to strengthen our ability to track outcomes.
We are grateful for your continued support and generosity. It is because of
your understanding of the disease of chemical dependency and your desire
to support recovery that Libertae has enjoyed the success we see in the eyes
of every healthy woman and children we serve.
Best regards,

Dan Moser, President

Connie B. Karasow, E.D.

Their Voices
“ When my brother, also suffering from addiction,
committed suicide, I hit bottom. My family
brought me to Libertae for help — a blessing
for my daughter and me. I was treated with
respect and dignity there and learned how to
be a responsible woman, parent and role
model.” — K.W.
“ I was ten when I came to Libertae with my mom
because she wasn’t taking care of me right. I
saw a lot of bad things when she was addicted,
and I didn’t have a relationship with her. I was
scared when we first came to Libertae, but I
learned a lot in groups and with the family
counselor who worked with my mom and me.
Now we have a nice house, and my mom is
doing so much better, and I’m back in school.
Thank you Libertae!” — A.

Family House 10th Anniversary and Daycare Dedication

“ Half my childhood was spent in institutions,
and my four children have been raised by
others. I came to Libertae at 46, homeless and
helpless. I am so grateful to the staff who
taught me responsibility, and to my sponsor.
Today I have a job, my self-respect — and best
of all, my family back.” — L.S.
“ I was exhausted in spirit when I entered
Libertae. Six months later I had rediscovered the
joy of motherhood; my spirituality; and my selfconfidence. I am so very grateful to all who
support Libertae. Without you I wouldn’t be the
strong woman I am today. It feels good to be
me again!“ — S.S.

L

Visit www.libertae.org
for more information or to make a donation.

• Award from NAACP — Libertae was honored by the NAACP at its 55th Freedom Fund Gala with
the Outstanding Organization Community Service Award for our “services to youth, services to
seniors, and services to the disenfranchised ... and commitment and dedication to those in the
greater Bucks County area.”
• Staff Retreat in Harrisburg — Staff members visited the floor of the State House of
Representatives as guests of Rep. Gene DiGirolamo. They were honored with a standing ovation
by the Representatives for their hard work and dedication.
• Fashion Show — Another successful fundraising show was held April 12 at Celebrations in
Bensalem. Fashions by Berta Sawyer of Jenkintown and a delicious dinner made for an
entertaining evening.
• Bike Run — About 150 motorcyclists participated in the Third Annual Lesley Duco Memorial Poker
Run, June 17. Bikers and friends enjoyed a day of riding, games, and a picnic lunch, raising funds for
Libertae’s families.
• Cruise Raffle — Libertae board member Stephanie Wood sold the winning raffle ticket to Bill
Wheeler. He and a guest will enjoy a 9-night Eastern Caribbean cruise! The raffle raised $2,500
toward treatment subsidies for our under-funded families.
• Hayride and Barn Dance — Libertae participated in this fun event sponsored by John Malzone of
JJM Financial Strategies in Newtown. We’re grateful for his continued support and creative ways of
strengthening our community.
• Healthy Action, All Day — More than $4,000 was donated to Libertae by Tom Giblin of Peak
Strength and Fitness Gym of Trevose and is staff. The money was raised during the gym’s Fitness
Marathon for Charity on March 31.
• Establishment of R.I.S.E — Rising In2 Sober
Empowerment is a group formed to address the
increase of women seen at Libertae with the dual
diagnoses of mental health issues and chemical
dependency. In addition to this group, we have
increased staff training in this field and are in
the process of expanding psychiatric services.
• Co-Occurring Disorder Seminar — Dr. Craig
Strickland, a psychiatrist From Philadelphia
Behavioral Health 10, presented a seminar for
staff and various county agencies about
treatment options for residents with dual
diagnoses. He discussed medications for treating
co-occuring disorders, including drug
interactions; inappropriate drugs to prescribe
Stephanie Perkins, R.I.S.E. facilitator, guided the group,
for patients with drug and alcohol
averaging 12 women, in creating this quilt. Each square
dependencies; how to identify symptoms of
illustrates participants’ feelings around drug and alcohol
withdrawal; and more.
dependency.

Outcomes
Clients are visited at 3 months and interviewed at 6,
12 and 24 months after discharge. Figures reported
below reflect outcome data at the 3-month interview:
• Debts repaid by women while in treatment: $3,566
• Average wage earned: $7.71/hr.
Libertae Halfway House
• Sobriety: 97% of women interviewed were abstinent
• Employed: 49% work full-time; 20% work part-time
• Relapse prevention: 97% report participation in 12step programs (up from 85%) and 36% report
outpatient therapy participation (up from 16%)
• Housing: 46% moved to transitional housing upon
discharge
• Reunification: 1 took place; 1 is pending
• Financial independence: 30% have opened savings
accounts; 50% are repaying debts (up from 37%)
Libertae Family House
• Sobriety: 100% of women interviewed were
abstinent
• Relapse prevention: 71% report participation in 12step programs and 47% report outpatient therapy
participation
• Financials: 17% opened savings accounts
Libertae’s Children
Helping women reunite with their families and give
birth to and raise healthy children is at the core of
Libertae’s mission. Statistics on Libertae’s children
follow:
• Healthy babies born this year: 7 (Esther,
Johnathon, Jahvay, Angeleise, Mariah, Jakerra,
Joseph)
• Children served: 67
• Children in Family Center: 64 (50 pre-school aged)
• Children attending Struble Elementary School: 19
• Children attending Head Start: 7
• Reunifications: 16
• Individual tutoring: 14
• Assessments/outside services: 8

Statement of
Financial Position
ASSETS

2006

2007

Cash and Cash Equivalents ........ $226,452.

$265,941.

Accounts Receivable .................. $275,008.

244,657.

Prepaid Expenses ......................... $12,862.

17,266.

Investments .................................. $3,799.

4,664.

Total Current Assets .................... $518,121.

532,528.

Property and Equipment ......... $1,730,045.

1,645,668.

TOTAL ASSETS ........................... $2,255,694.

$2,185,724.

LIABILITIES

2006

2007

Accounts Payable Operating ............................... $24,631.

$17,623.

Accrued Salaries
and Vacations ........................ $109,599.

90,776.

Line of Credit .................................. -0-

-0-

Current Portion of
Long Term Debt ...................... $31,782.

33,394.

TOTAL CURRENT
LIABILITIES .............................. $166,012.

$141,793.

Long Term Debt ......................... $347,699.

314,311.

TOTAL LIABILITIES ......................... $513,681.

$456,104.

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted ........................ $1,742,013.

$1,729,620.

TOTAL LIABILITIES
& NET ASSETS ...................... $2,255,694.

$2,185,724.

We are deeply grateful for all your individual,
corporate, foundation, and county
contributions!

Outreach

Volunteers

• Connie Karasow represented Libertae at a
statewide task force focusing on the issue of
Fetal Alcohol Syndrome Disorder. Also
participating in the FASD task force were
The American Medical Association,
Association for Pediatric Care, and the State
Dept. of Children and Youth, among others.
The coalition produced a white paper, which
the state will adopt in an effort to educate
women about the dangers of drinking alcohol
when pregnant.
• Libertae conducted educational forums and
presentations on issues relating to chemical
addiction and its effects on women and their
families.
• Quarterly newsletter, “Ad Libertae” is used
for education and resource development.
• Public Relations contact with area print,
cable, video and voice media produced
features on program expansion and events.
• Libertae maintains extensive contact with a
vital network of social service agencies,
addiction service providers, government and
volunteer agencies, churches, and the public.
In fiscal year 2006-2007 Libertae staff and
clients collaborated with over 50
organizations to further our mission.

Thanks to our progressive community,
Libertae’s families benefited from more than
300 volunteer hours this year. For information
on volunteer opportunities, please phone 215639-8681, ext. 219.

Staff
• Associate Director, Kathleen Curtin, was
hired in January.
• After ten years of dedicated service, Office
Manager Julie Funk retired to spend more
time enjoying her home, family, and
grandchildren. She will be missed.
• Stacy Garbrecht was promoted to Office
Manager.
• Management staff realignment took place in
early Spring: Dara Lovett is the new Social
Services Director; Jude Aptaker-Shine is now
the Family Services Director; and Gale
Vanselous was promoted to the newly created
position of Operations Manager.
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Libertae, Inc. is a non-profit, charitable corporation
chartered under the by-laws of the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania. All contributions are tax
deductible.
Libertae, Inc. is licensed by the Pennsylvania
Department of Health, Bureau of Drug and Alcohol
Programs.
Member Agency –
United Way of Bucks County
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Annual Report — July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007
Libertae’s mission is to empower women and their families
to maintain sobriety through comprehensive treatment programs that
create and support healthy communities.

