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PennDOT’s Route 202 Reconstruction
For the past three years one of the busiest roadways in Pennsylvania has been undergoing major
reconstruction work. U.S. Route 202, one of the vital links between Philadelphia and its suburbs, is being
widened and improved in four construction sections.
Now in its fourth year, the current focus is on Route 202’s interchanges with Interstate 76 and U.S.
Route 422 and reconstruction of two railroad bridges – as part of two construction projects known as
sections 404 and 405. The total project is a five-year, $280 million project to widen and improve five miles of
Route 202 in Tredyffrin Twp., Chester County, and Upper Merion Twp., Montgomery County.
General contractor on the $104.8 million contract for Section 404 is Allan A. Myers, L.P. of Worcester,
PA. Section 404 includes widening Route 202 between Old Eagle School Road and Gulph Road, replacing two
bridges over the highway, building new ramps at the interchanges with 422 and 76 and installing Intelligent
Transportation Systems. This ITS equipment is being installed throughout the project, on routes 202 and
422, I-76, and I-476. The system consists of 46 closed circuit television cameras, 15 permanent and portable
variable message signs and microwave detectors to improve incident detection. Myers also holds the
$44.4 million contract for Section 405, which includes widening I-76, building new ramps at the Route 202/I76 interchange and replacing the Norfolk Southern bridges over I-76 and South Gulph Road and building a
multi-use trail bridge over I-76.
Project supervisor for Section 404 is Tom Kinsman. The demolition of the Norfolk Southern railroad
bridge over I-76 and construction of a new one is managed by Section 405 superintendent, Gerard Maurer.
The rail line continues to be operational while work is in progress.
“This section is one of the more critical of the project,” says Albert Alberts, P.E., of Urban Engineers, Inc.,
project manager for the job. “It takes so long to complete and is quite complex.”
Myers uses a variety of equipment to construct the new railroad bridges. A Caterpillar 330 excavator
with a 60-inch bucket digs out the remainder of the existing abutment, and excavates for a new pier.
Meanwhile a 100-ton Manitowoc 222 crane is used for pile driving and bridgework. An American Truck 7150
crane and a Grove 7000 hydraulic crane are used for pile driving and will assist in the concrete pour for the
new abutment.
In addition, Layne Geoconstruction out of Ruther Glen, Virginia, has a Puntel PX 1200 drill on site for
pumping grout into the ground to stabilize the bedrock under the new bridge abutment. This standard drill
rig is set up for a dual purpose: to drill the hole and install a casing so a concrete pump can insert the grout.
Layne is also responsible for compaction grouting on the Gulph Road bridge where they had a second drill, a
Tecniwell 1400 Raptor, for the same purpose as the Puntel. These two Italian-made drills both accomplish
two ends - to drill…

